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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
TO  THE  SYNOD  OF  1919 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  de- 
sires to  give  thanks  to  our  reigning 
Redeemer  for  another  year  of  oppor- 
tunity for  service  and  for  his  gra- 
cious care  over  the  missionaries. 
During  all  the  frightful  years  of  the 
war  not  one  life  has  been  lost.  Some 
have  finished  their  course,  but  the 
hazards  of  war  on  land  and  sea  have 
not  taken  toll  of  life  among  our  mis- 
sion force. 

Since  last  Synod  Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 
and  Miss  Lillian  L.  McCracken  have 
gone  to  enter  upon  a service  in  China, 
and  Dr.  A.  I.  Robb  and  Mrs.  Robb 
have  returned  to  Tak  Hing.  Rev. 
Samuel  Edgar  and  Miss  M.  Florence 
Mearns  have  continued  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  American  Red  Cross.  The 
former,  having  been  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  captain,  was  transferred  to 
Syria,  and  a few  months  ago  to  our 
own  station  in  Latakia;  the  latter  is 
still  in  charge  of  the  orphanage  in 
Jerusalem  with  almost  350  children 
under  her  care.  Dr.  John  Peoples 
and  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland  in  Mer- 
sina  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Stewart  and  Miss 
Maggie  B.  Edgar  in  Latakia  held  on 
grimly  and  with  heroic  fortitude,  per- 


forming almost  superhuman  tasks. 
Dr.  James  S.  Stewart  was  interned  at 
Konia  in  October,  1917,  “under  the 
false  charge  of  making  signals  to  the 
British  and  French  patrol  ships.” 
There  he  remained  until  after  the 
signing  of  the  armistice.  On  being 
released  he  returned  to  Latakia  De- 
cember 18th,  1918.  The  armistice  re- 
leased Mrs.  A.  J.  McFarland,  waiting 
in  Switzerland,  and  permitted  her  to 
return  to  Mersina,  where  on  March 
5th  she  was  reunited  to  her  husband 
The  close  of  the  struggle  was  also  the 
occasion  of  organizing  in  America  the 
expedition  for  Armenian  and  Syrian 
relief.  There  being  a demand  for 
persons  understanding  the  language 
and  customs  of  the  people,  we  were 
able  to  have  our  missionaries,  de- 
tained in  the  home  land,  appointed 
members  of  this  expedition.  This 
provided  for  their  return  to  their  own 
stations  in  the  capacity  of  mission- 
aries of  our  own  church  and  in  ad- 
dition as  representatives  of  the  ex- 
pedition, thus  insuring  to  them  the 
grant  of  supplies  for  relief  work.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  last  detachment 
left  New  York  February  16th,  Dr. 
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Balph,  Rev.  R.  E.  .Willson  and  Mrs. 
Willson,  with  their  three  children, 
Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett  and  Miss  F. 
Elma  French  were  members  of  the 
party  and  enroute  to  the  work  from 
which  they  had  so  long  been  sepa- 
rated. They  are  believed  to  have 
reached  their  destination  in  April. 
The  wife  and  children  of  Dr.  Peoples 
still  remain  in  this  country. 

None  of  those  who  remained  at 
their  posts  during  the  long  dark  days 
of  isolation  consent  to  come  home  for 
rest  until  those  going  out  have  been 
able  to  get  the  reins  in  their  hands. 
They  ask  the  privilege  of  leaving  on 
furlough  next  year.  Some  ought  to 
come  this  summer. 

This  report  need  not  be  burdened 
by  any  attempt  to  relate  the  labors 
and  privations  undergone  by  our  mis- 
sionaries during  the  war.  For  four 
years  we  had  nothing  but  the  scanti- 
est tidings  from  them  and  no  detailed 
report  of  their  work.  The  substance 
of  all  received  since  the  war  has  been 
published  to  the  church  and  as  fuller 
reports  shall  be  permitted  to  come 
through  the  mails,  they  too  will  be 
given  out.  Dr.  Stewart’s  report  for 
1919  is  published  in  the  June  number 
of  Olive  Trees.  Even  now  this 
much  can  be  said,  that  during  the  en- 
tire period  of  the  war  a most  grat- 
ifying amount  of  relief,  evangelistic 
and  educational  work  has  been  done 
in  both  the  Mersina  and  Latakia  dis- 
tricts. At  brief  periods  some  of  the 
schools  were  closed.  In  general  the 
schools,  the  preaching,  and  the  hos- 
pital work  at  Mersina  were  carried  on 
practically  all  the  time.  Mr.  McFar- 
land’s work  was  at  no  time  inter- 
rupted and  Dr.  Stewart’s  only  for  the 
period  of  his  interment  at  Konia.  Dr. 
Peoples  had  at  all  times  opportunity 
and  liberty  for  medical  work  far  be- 
yond his  power  to  perform.  Mrs. 
Stewart  stepped  into  the  breach  at 
Latakia  when  her  husband  was  taken 
away;  and  Miss  Edgar,  although  re- 
moved from  the  mission  compound, 
was  still  fully  employed  all  the  time 
in  ministering  to  the  poor  and  needy 


and  in  carrying  the  accounts  of  the 
educational  department.  It  is  amaz  - 
ing how  God’s  grace  enabled  these 
women  to  do  and  endure. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the 
heroism  of  our  licentiate.  “Although 
he  could  not  work  in  Latakia  where 
most  needed,”  says  Dr.  Stewart,  “yet 
he  was  by  no  means  idle.  He  had 
quite  a large  audience  each  Sabbath 
day  in  his  own  house,  and  had  con- 
stant opportunity  of  presenting  the 
truth  to  the  Ansairia  people.” 

Dr.  Stewart  reports  that  88  com- 
municants have  died  in  that  district 
“mostly  on  account  of  deportation.” 
The  fate  of  22  more  was  yet  in  doubt, 
and  181  members,  four  of  whom  were 
received  into  the  church  at  a com- 
munion held  since  his  return,  sur- 
vive. In  noting  their  inability  to 
send  any  reports  for  the  past  three 
years,  he  says  it  was  unsafe  to  keep 
the  materials  about  them  for  fear  of 
being  searched  and  condemned  as 
spies.  But,  “the  great  horror  is  past 
and  the  people  are  breathing  more 
freely.” 

Six  months  ago  and  even  at  the 
time  of  the  sailing  of  the  Relief  Ex- 
pedition, it  was  hoped  that  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  needs  and  possi- 
bilities of  these  fields  might  be  in  the 
possession  of  the  Board  to  permit  of 
our  submitting  an  outline  of  * plans 
for  the  future.  For  such  facts  we 
must  wait,  even  though  impatiently, 
in  the  confidence  that  Synod  will  want 
the  Board,  when  such  information 
comes  to  hand,  to  prepare  and  submit 
to  the  church  an  adequate  programme 
of  reconstruction  and  missionary  ad- 
vance in  Asia  Minor  and  Syria.  It 
will,  without  doubt,  call  for  the  de- 
vising of  liberal  things,  and  will  be 
a challenge  to  faith ; and  we  are  sure 
the  church,  which  has  labored  and 
prayed  for  more  than  sixty  years  for 
those  lands  groaning  under  Turkish 
despotism  and  tyranny,  will  now 
praise  God  who  has  broken  the  power 
of  the  despot  and  let  the  oppressed  go 
free,  by  giving  the  men  and  the 
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money  necessary  to  save  their  lives 
and  redeem  their  souls. 

CYPRUS 

The  past  year  has  been  the  most 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  work 
in  Cyprus.  Despite  the  interruptions 
caused  by  the  influenza,  an  advance 
is  registered  in  all  departments.  The 
income  from  the  educational  and  med- 
ical departments  increased  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  cover  increased  cost 
of  operation.  Last  June,  at  the  most 
successful  commencement  since  the 
founding  of  the  academy,  eight  stu- 
dents graduated  and  “the  assembly 
room  did  not  begin  to  hold  the  people 
that  sought  admission.”  Two  of  the 
graduates  were  members  of  our  own 
church  and  are  now  working  in  the 
school.  A better  school  spirit  is  de- 
veloping, owing  in  part  to  class  re- 
ceptions, literary  meetings,  and  the 
development  of  wholesome  athletics. 
Higher  educational  standards  are 
being  realized  and  spiritual  interests 
are  being  more  strongly  emphasized. 

Reference  to  the  report  of  the  Rev. 
Walter  McCarroll  will  show  that 
evangelist  Dimitriades  has  done 
splendid  work  in  the  academy,  run- 
ning down  from  Nicosia  weekly,  to 
teach  Bible  classes  and  hold  meetings 
and  personal  interviews  among  the 
students.  His  zeal  and  skill  in  such 
efforts  are  emphasized  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Carroll. 

The  usual  communions  have  been 
held,  two  at  Larnaca  and  one  at  Ni- 
cosia, and  preaching  was  maintained 
at  all  the  stations. 

Dr.  Calvin  McCarroll  again  this 
year  divided  his  time  between  the 
teaching  in  Larnaca  and  the  medical 
work  in  Nicosia,  three  days  each  week 
having  been  spent  in  Larnaca.  Two 
clinics  weekly  were  held  in  Nicosia. 


There  was  more  illness  than  usual  on 
the  island,  the  influenza  being  par- 
ticularly bothersome.  Dr.  McCarroll 
and  Mrs.  McCarroll,  Mr.  Weir  and  Mr. 
Dimitriades  were  among  the  first 
stricken.  A return  of  the  epidemic 
“went  through  the  whole  school — 
students,  teachers  and  all.  Many  of 
our  church  members  also  were  ill,  but 
there  were  no  fatalities  to  record  in 
school  or  church,  although  the  dis- 
ease was  severe  in  Cyprus  and  the 
mortality  heavy.”  Dr.  McCarroll  re- 
ports his  clinics  well  attended  and  the 
cash  receipts  far  in  excess  of  any 
previous  record.  In  connection  with 
the  medical  work  fewer  portions  of 
Scripture  have  been  given  away,  but 
many  more  have  been  sold,  “usually 
one  of  the  gospels  or  the  Acts.  We 
hand  one  of  the  gospels  to  the  patient 
along  with  his  medicine  and  add  the 
price  to  the  price  of  the  medicine. 
Occasionally  a patient  objects  and  we 
take  the  portion  back.  We  have  sold 
several  hundred  portions  this  way 
during  the  past  year.  And  now  our 
stock  being  completely  exhausted,  the 
people  are  asking  for  the  little  books.” 

The  future  developments  of  our 
work  on  the  island  may  be  condi- 
tioned in  no  small  measure  by  the 
political  settlements  consequent  or) 
the  war.  “What  the  future  may  have 
in  store  for  the  island  and  for  the 
mission  is  hidden  from  our  eyes,” 
says  the  Rev.  McCarroll,  and,  he  con- 
tinues, “naturally  we  regard  with 
misgivings  the  prospects  of  any 
change  in  the  political  status  of  the 
island,  but  the  work  is  His,  in  whose 
hands  are  the  hearts  of  kings  and 
earthly  rulers  and  we  are  satisfied 
that  His  purposes  will  not  fail  of  ac- 
complishment.” 

The  furlough  of  Rev.  McCarroll 
was  due  2 years  ago,  and  that  of  Dr. 
McCarroll  and  family  falls  due  this 
year.  They  all  expect  to  come  home 
this  summer.  Mr.  Alvin  W.  Smith, 
who  is  ready  for  ordination  by  his 
Presbytery,  and  Mr.  Ernest  V.  Tweed, 
a graduate  of  Geneva  College  in  the 
class  of  1917,  are  under  appointment 
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to  go  out  for  three  years.  In  order 
not  to  leave  the  mission  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  these  young  men,  entire 
strangers  to  it,  Mr.  Weir  has  gra- 
ciously agreed  to  remain  over  an- 
other year. 

The  reports  of  Rev.  and  Dr.  Mc- 
Carroll  appear  in  the  June  number  of 
Olive  Trees  and  the  attention  of 
the  Synod  is  called  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  that  of  Dr.  James  S.  Stewart. 

CHINA 

World  disturbances  have  reached 
China,  scattering  the  spirit  of  unrest 
among  the  people,  and  mission  work 
was  somewhat  hindered  by  political 
conditions.  In  both  districts  of  our 
field  there  is  need  for  more  workers. 
This  need  we  hope  will  be  a little  more 
fully  met  this  year  than  last.  The 
reports  of  all  departments  in  all  sta- 
tions and  outstations  are  encourag- 
ing, nevertheless.  All  the  mission- 
aries express  regret  that  the  politi- 
cal conditions  and  the  limited  number 
of  workers  prevented  their  stressing 
the  direct  evangelistic  work  this 
year.  Plans  are  laid  to  increase  this 
work  next  year. 

Splendid  progress  was  made  in  all 
the  schools  and  the  Theoligical  Train- 
ing class,  in  the  medical  department 
and  in  the  ministry  of  the  word.  In 
the  absence  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Kempf,  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  had 
charge  of  the  Boys’  School  in  Tak 
Hing,  and  Miss  Huston  had  the  help 
of  Miss  Brownlee  in  the  Girls’  and 
Women’s  Schools;  Miss  Adams  being 
on  furlough.  The  Rev.  W.  M.  Robb 
and  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  had  charge  of 
the  Theological  Training  class.  Dr. 
Kate  W.  McBurney,  giving  mere  over- 
sight to  the  Gregg  Memorial  Hospi- 
tal, where  the  native  helpers  assumed 
full  resoonsibility,  engaged  in  medical 
evangelistic  work  and  made  wide 
tours  throughout  the  district.  She 
was  accompanied  by  one  or  more 
evangelistic  helpers  and  was  every- 
where received  with  welcome.  Dr.  A 
I.  Robb  reached  the  field  in  December 
and  reports  himself  in  excellent 


health.  He  will  prove  a most  welcome 
addition  to  the  force  this  present 
year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kempf  and  Miss 
Adams  attended  the  Bible  Teachers’ 
Training  School  the  past  winter  and 
expect  to  return  to  Tak  Hing  in  the 
Autumn. 

In  Lo  Ting  the  Misses  Dean  and 
Stewart  maintained  their  high  stand- 
ard of  work  in  the  educational  de- 
partment for  girls  and  women.  Miss 
Stewart  expects  to  come  home  on  her 
first  furlough  this  summer.  Rev.  E 
C.  Mitchell  has  had  charge  of  the 
boys’  school  in  addition  to  his  many 
other  duties.  He  is  the  only  foreign 
minister  in  the  district.  The  new 
hospital,  under  Dr.  Dickson,  has  done 
splendidly,  although  some  time  will 
be  required  to  induce  large  numbers 
of  the  people  to  become  inpatients 
It  requires  for  them  a large  courage 
to  entrust  themselves  night  and  day 
to  the  care  of  foreigners.  Much 
larger  numbers  come  for  dispensary 
treatment.  Yet  on  the  whole,  the 
success  of  the  hospital  is  very  en- 
couraging, and  the  native  Board  of 
Trustees  is  showing  a remarkable 
willingness  to  work  and  resourceful- 
ness in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 
Dr.  Dickson’s  residence  has  been  fin- 
ished; a home  for  Mr.  Mitchell  and 
one  for  the  native  preacher  built ; and 
a new  chapel  for  the  congregation,  the 
old  one  having  been  remodeled  for  the 
girls’  school. 

The  new  missionaries  to  China, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams,  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mitchel,  will  soon  be 
ready  for  active  service.  They  are 
already  working  part  time  while  they 
complete  their  preliminary  work  on 
the  language.  Miss  Smith  and  Dr. 
Wallace  are  spending  a second  year 
in  the  Language  School. 

A good  corps  of  committees  is  in 
active  service  for  the  mission  as  a 
whole.  Beside  the  evangelistic,  the 
educational,  the  medical,  there  are 
also  the  industrial  and  one  on  witness 
bearing  and  another  on  revision  of 
the  entire  financial  policy.  This  last 
has  in  view  larger  and  ultimately  en- 
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tire  self  support  in  all  departments 
just  as  soon  as  the  work  has  been 
sufficiently  established.  This  would 
leave  the  foreign  workers  free  for 
general  oversight,  and  a larger  supply 
of  both  missionaries  and  money  for 
the  opening  up  of  new  stations. 

Following  the  action  of  last  Synod 
Dr.  Wright  worked  all  year  at  the 
Canton  Medical  Missionary  Union. 
His  report  when  printed  will  make 
interesting  reading,  and  the  statisti- 
cal report  indicates  the  wide  open 
door  he  has  had  for  the  employment 
of  his  talents  and  professional  skill. 
He  and  his  family  are  now  on  their 
way  to  this  country  on  furlough. 

Under  permission  of  the  Board  and 
the  Mission  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  is 
coming  at  his  own  expense  for  a few 
months  visit  with  his  family. 

The  reports  of  the  workers  are  of  a 
high  order  and  will  well  repay  careful 
reading  and  study.  A sufficient  num- 
ber of  them  will  be  printed  in  early 
numbers  of  Olive  Trees,  to  give 
an  adequate  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  work  as  a whole.  Without 
going  into  further  details  this  year, 
we  shall  merely  emphasize  a few  spec- 
ial features  of  the  work  as  a whole. 

Touching  the  opening  of  a new  cen- 
ter in  China  Synod,  last  year,  advised 
that  further  and  favorable  consider- 
ation be  given  to  the  subject.  Ac- 
cordingly the  Board  asked  the  mis- 
sion to  proceed  with  investigations. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Wright  and  Rev.  E.  C. 
Mitchell  made  a trip  to  Nanning,  and 
correspondence  was  had  by  the  mis- 
sion’s committee  with  the  China  Con- 
tinuation Committee  relative  to  the 
needs  of  the  province  of  Yunnan,  said 
to  be  now  the  most  needy  district  in 
China.  Satisfactory  correspondence 
was  had  also  with  a former  mission- 
ary of  the  Christian  and  Missionary 
Alliance,  now  a Christian  business 
man  located  at  Yunnanfu,  Mr.  G.  B. 
Carpenter.  With  such  information 
before  it,  the  committee  reported  to 
the  mission  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
January.  The  mission  gave  careful 
consideration  to  the  question,  and  al- 


though not  yet  ready  to  recommend 
a new  center  for  our  choice,  proposes : 
“First,  that  the  Board  authorize  the 
opening  of  a new  field;  and,  Second, 
that  in  case  this  request  is  granted, 
further  investigation  on  the  part  of 
the  mission  be  made  before  making 
definite  representations  to  the  Board 
as  to  location  of  the  new  field.”  The 
Board  is  inclined  to  approve  of  the 
general  proposal  under  the  limita- 
tions named  in  the  second  recom- 
mendation of  the  mission,  and  hereby 
asks  for  instructions  from  Synod. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Wright  on 
furlough,  Dr.  Dickson  was  appointed 
by  the  mission  to  take  his  place  on  the 
investigating  committee. 

(Since  this  report  was  printed  defi- 
nite recommendations  from  the  Mis- 
sion have  been  received.  Their  com- 
mittee had  returned  from  an  investi- 
gating tour  of  southern  Yunnan. 
Their  report  was  carefully  considered 
and  unanimously  adopted  by  both  sta- 
tions, and  recommends  that  this  new 
field  be  occupied  at  the  earliest  date 
possible.  This  proposal  and  accom- 
panying papers  are  submitted  to 
Synod.) 

Another  item  of  interest  deserving 
mention  is  that  the  annual  meeting 
this  year  took  time  for  conferences, 
based  on  carefully  prepared  reports, 
made  after  investigating  the  needs  of 
the  specific  departments  of  the  mis- 
sion’s work.  This  led  to  a prolonged 
session,  the  meeting  lasting  from 
January  20  to  28,  and  is  generally  be- 
lieved to  have  been  a factor  in  making 
this  year’s  meeting  one  of  the  best  of 
the  mission.  It  was  resolved  that 
such  conferences  should  be  made  a 
permanent  feature  of  the  annual 
meeting,  and  that  the  needs  of  each 
department  would  thus  be  brought, 
by  carefully  prepared  surveys,  before 
the  entire  mission  for  consideration. 
Particular  attention  was  given  this 
year  to  the  need  of  introducing  indus- 
trial features  in  the  misionary  pro- 
gram. A report,  giving  evidence  of 
painstaking  investigation  of  methods 
employed  in  many  mission  fields,  and 
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setting  forth  the  need  in  our  own 
field,  seemingly  beyond  dispute, 
closes  with  a series  of  resolutions 
looking  toward  the  introduction  of 
industrial  work.  The  body  of  the 
report  contains  these  words : “The 
need  to  Christianize  the  industrial 
life  is  urgent  and  strategic.  China 
is  much  in  need  of  an  example,  an 
incarnation  of  Christian  principles 
lived  out  in  society.  China  is 
searching  for  models  to  follow.  The 
Chinese  are  imitators.  There  is  also 
a distinct  need  among  the  educational 
class  of  our  field.  Physical  exertion 
is  left  out  of  their  curriculum.  Un- 
less something  opens  up  to  them 
along  educational  lines  they  are  in  a 
more  helpless  state  than  the  un- 
learned. If  any  are  to  advance,  they 
ought  by  all  means  to  be  educated/' 
Hence  the  imperative  need  for  their 
industrial  training.  China  can  not  be 
redeemed  until  the  educated  are  led 
to  believe  that  it  is  both  decent  and 
noble  for  them  and  their  people  to 
work.  The  following  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  mission:  “First,  that 
some  one  person  be  appointed  by  the 
mission  to  organize  and  develop  in- 
dustrial work  in  our  mission,”  and 
the  Rev.  J.  C.  Mitchel,  a graduate  of 
Manhattan  Agricultural  College,  was 
appointed.  The  second  and  third  res- 
olutions, dealing  with  plans  and  pro- 
posing the  establishing  of  an  indus- 
trial school  in  some  suitable  center, 
were  recommitted  for  further  investi- 
gation. If  Synod  will  give  its  ap- 
proval, the  Board  will  endorse  this 
appointment,  and  issue  an  appeal  for 
some  one  qualified  to  take  charge  of 
this  work  that  Mr.  Mitchel  may  as 
soon  as  practicable  give  his  time  more 
fully  to  the  ministerial  work. 

We  are  certain  of  Synod’s  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  mission’s  commit- 
tee on  witness  bearing.  There  is  a 
determination  to  follow  up  the  work 
begun  in  1913,  when  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 
carried  the  Memorial  on  Christian 
Civil  Government  to  Peking,  and  pre- 
sented it  to  China’s  first  president, 
Yuan  Shi  Kiai.  There  is  the  greatest 


need  for  throwing  the  salt  of  the  gos- 
pel into  the  springs  of  the  social,  in- 
dustrial and  civic  life.  With  the  pro- 
posal of  American  brewers  to  move 
their  business  to  China,  missionaries 
of  all  churches  sprang  to  the  opposi- 
tion. Our  committee  made  its  pro- 
test to  be  heard.  They  are  also  fight- 
ing the  cigarette  and  lottery  evils. 
Christ’s  place  in  political  life  is  being 
published  by  means  of  literature  and 
public  address.  Openings  for  ad- 
dresses on  this  subject  have  been  se- 
cured in  Canton,  in  the  Canton  Chris- 
tian College,  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  and  the  Chan  Kwong  Girls' 
School.  Dr.  A.  I.  Robb  has  been 
asked  to  make  a visit  to  Korea  this 
summer  to  investigate  mission 
schools  and  spend  part  of  his  time  de- 
livering addresses  on  Christ’s  author- 
ity in  national  life.  Copies  of  Dr.  J, 
M.  Coleman’s  book  on  “Social  Ethics’' 
have  been  placed  in  Canton  educa- 
tional libraries,  with  the  editor  of  the 
Chinese  Recorder,  in  book  stores  and 
in  the  hands  of  a few  government 
officials,  one  of  these  being  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Canton  Government 
The  “Collapse  of  Christless  Civiliza 
tions,”  by  Prof.  R.  C.  Wylie,  is  to  be. 
placed  in  the  libraries  of  all  English 
speaking  institutions  in  China.  There 
have  been  calls  for  literature  along 
the  lines  of  the  nation’s  relation  to 
Jesus  Christ  by  missionaries  of  other 
denominations.  Chinese  Christians 
are  also  interested  and  are  anxious  tc 
read  literature  and  listen  to  the  mes- 
sage. Then  with  all  else  there  is  the 
constant  effort  to  bring  the  faith  and 
conduct  of  our  own  Chinese  Chris- 
tians up  to  the  political  standard  of 
the  word  of  God. 

The  China  Mission  is  also  taking 
definite  steps  to  make  the  native  self- 
supporting.  In  recent  years  there  has 
been  a growing  conviction  that  the 
Chinese  have  been,  to  their  hurt,  al- 
lowed to  think  that  Christianity  is  the 
foreigner’s  religion  and  not  their 
own;  that  the  foreign  religion  should 
be  supported  from  without,  and  that 
they,  at  most,  are  to  favor  it  with  the 
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patronage  of  accepting  it,  and  helping 
to  spread  it  merely  as  paid  employees 
of  a foreign  organization.  The  mis- 
sionaries have  been  gravely  and  pray- 
erfully studying  this  problem.  They 
have  been  reading  such  books  as 
“Missionary  Methods:  St.  Paul’s  or 
ours,”  (a  book  well  worth  reading  by 
all  persons  interested  in  missions,  and 
especially  by  every  minister) , and 
studying  the  methods  of  such  men  as 
John  Livingston  Nevius,  M.  D.,  one  of 
the  “Princely  Men  of  the  Heavenly 
Kingdom.”  Paul  planted  the  gospel 
and  set  the  new  converts  to  the  task 
immediately  of  making  it  self  sup- 
porting that  he  might  go  on  to  plant 
it  in  new  fields.  Dr.  Nevius  pursued 
the  same  method  in  China.  The  gen- 
eral view  of  our  mission  is  summed 
up  in  these  sentences,  taken  from  the 
report  of  a special  committee  and 
adopted  by  the  misson  at  its  annual 
meeting  this  year:  “We  consider  it 
the  duty  of  the  Christian  church  to 
take  the  gospel  to  every  part  of  the 
world  free.  But  it  is  also  the  duty  of 
the  Christian  church  to  make  it  plain 
to  all  who  have  the  opportunity  to 
hear  and  accept  the  faith,  that  im- 
mediately upon  its  acceptance  it  be- 
comes the  costliest  thing  in  the 
world  the  Christian  can  possess.  In 
other  words,  it  requires  nothing  less 
than  the  convert’s  all.  It  is  also  true 
that  the  worship  of  the  true  and  liv- 
ing God  costs  nothing  more  than 
what  the  poorest  mortal  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  can  put  into  it.” 

Then  follow  resolutions  adopting 
“the  principle  of  self  support  in  our 
mission  work”  and  making  “its  full 
attainment  in  all  departments  our 
definite  aim;”  and  that  “as  a neces- 
sary step  toward  the  attainment  of 
this  end  we  labor  to  interest,  educate, 
and  enlist  the  Chinese  church,  placing 
responsibility  upon  it  as  rapidly  as 
possible.”  Then  follow  definite  plans 
for  putting  this  method  into  opera- 
tion. And  to  help  the  native  church 
lay  aside  its  swaddling  clothes  and 
learn  to  walk  in  its  own  strength,  the 
mission  adopted  “as  a first  step 


toward  putting  existing  work  on  a 
self-supporting  basis,  we  suggest  con 
ferences  with  the  leading  Christians 
at  each  of  our  main  stations,  and  the 
working  out  with  them  of  the  most 
efficient  and  progressive  plans  to 
which  we  can  secure  their  consent 
and  support,  emphasizing  the  prior 
importance  of  congregational  and 
evangelistic  effort,  and  that  workers 
are  responsible  for  a field  rather  than 
a chapel.”  This  does  not  mean  that 
we  shall  need  less  money  from  the 
church  at  home.  As  the  work  de- 
velops we  shall  need  more.  All  sal- 
aries of  missionaries  we  still  stand  to 
pay.  New  fields  must  be  opened  up 
and  the  work  in  all  parts  put  on  a 
permanent  basis.  Our  missionaries 
must  continue  in  oversight  for  the 
indefinite  future.  But  if  the  plan 
succeeds,  the  native  church,  the 
chapels,  the  schools,  will  in  all  places, 
main  centers  and  outstations,  be 
speedily  attaining  self-support,  ex- 
cept for  salaries  of  our  missionaries 
and  expense  of  mission  administra- 
tion. 

Both  our  congregations,  Lo  Ting 
and  Tak  Hing,  have  voted  to  be  self- 
supporting  this  year.  They  have 
agreed  to  the  organizing  of  tithing 
societies  among  their  members  in  all 
parts  of  the  field.  The  native  doctors 
at  the  Gregg  Memorial  Hospital  have 
done  the  same,  and  it  will  be  recalled 
that  the  Lo  Ting  Hospital  was  built 
and  equipped  by  the  Chinese  and  they 
have  their  own  Board  of  Directors 
to  provide  for  its  maintenance. 

We  commend  this  venture  to  the 
church  for  careful  study  and  earnest 
prayers. 

We  mention  but  one  more  special 
feature  of  the  year’s  work  in  China, 
the  evangelistic.  Though  all  agree 
that  it  was  not  pressed  as  they  would 
have  desired,  the  reports  are  replete 
with  interesting  incidents  and  records 
of  successful  sowing,  and  not  a little 
reaping.  Dissatisfied  with  their  suc- 
cesses, the  mission  decided  upon  a 
much  larger  effort  for  the  coming 
year.  Each  missionary  has  taken  the 
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evangelistic  pledge  appearing  on  the 
cover  of  Olive  Trees,  and  they  ask 
the  church  at  home  to  unite  with  them 
in  this  pledge. 

One  could  wish  to  speak  of  Dr.  Mc- 
Burney’s  medico-evangelistic  tours, 
those  of  the  Rev.  W.  M.  and  Rev.  J, 
K.  Robb,  and  of  Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell, 
by  which  large  areas  were  reached. 
Let  but  one  paragraph  be  caught  up 
out  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  report,  then  we 
shall  hear  of  the  campaign  covering 
two  months  last  Fall.  Says  Mr. 
Mitchell:  “A  new  station  seems  to  be 
opening  in  Shuen  Po,  a market  town 
about  twenty  miles  from  Lo  Ting.  A 
year  ago  a man  came  from  there  to 
be  baptized.  In  the  Spring  he  in- 
tended to  bring  others  out  to  be  bap- 
tized, but  on  account  of  robber  condi- 
tions they  could  not  leave  home.  Last 
October  he  came  with  four  other  men 
who  received  baptism  and  they  told 
me  there  were  a number  of  men  there 
who  wanted  to  be  baptized.  I visited 
them  in  December  with  Lo  Sin  Shang. 
They  told  me  that  I was  the  first  for- 
eign missionary  that  ever  visited 
there  and  perhaps  the  first  for- 
eigner. We  had  a meeting  while 
there  and  four  others  were  baptized, 
making  nine  young  men  who  have 
been  baptized  in  that  one  district 
this  year.  They  are  now  discussing 
ways  and  means  of  opening  a chapel. 
I told  them  if  they  would  furnish  the 
chapel,  the  mission  would  furnish  the 
preacher.  Their  last  word  almost 
with  me  as  I started  away  was  that 
we  should  pray  for  them  that  the 
Lord  would  help  them  to  get  a 
chapel.” 

When  one  comes  to  think  of  a gen- 
eral evangelistic  campaign  the  mind 
turns  instinctively  to  the  native 
preachers  and  the  Theological  School 
where  they  are  trained.  “Observation 
justifies  the  statement,”  says  Mr. 
Robb,  “that  the  Chinese  if  trained 
can  preach  the  gospel  of  glad  tidings 
to  their  own  countrymen  better  than 
those  of  another  race  can  do  it,  and 
the  training  of  a native  ministry 
seems  essential  to  the  furtherance  of 


the  work.”  Accordingly  large  de- 
pendence was  had  on  them  for  the 
success  of  the  campaign.  After 
weeks  of  planning  and  prayer,  during 
which  sermons  on  the  person  and 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  were  being 
preached  for  the  refreshment  and 
quickening  of  the  workers,  both  for- 
eign and  native,  the  immediate  steps 
were  taken.  “Two  conferences  with 
similar  programs  were  held,  one  at 
Tak  Hing,  the  other  at  Lo  Ting.” 
Following  these  “a  representative 
joint  committee  of  the  Chinese  Chris- 
tians from  Tak  Hing  arid  Lo  Ting 
met  at  an  intermediate  point,  and 
planned  an  evangelistic  tour  of  two 
months’  duration  during  the  late  Fall, 
covering  the  five  districts  of  our  field. 
The  plan  in  general  was  to  select  two 
of  the  best  workers  from  each  cen- 
tral station,  these  four  unitedly  to 
make  a tour  of  the  principal  cities  and 
market  towns  of  this  field.” 

“In  the  tour  of  the  territory,  which 
is  about  the  area  of  the  land  our 
Saviour  trod,  only  the  more  important 
places  could  be  touched,  and  these 
only  long  enough  to  dispense  a few 
morsels  of  the  bread  of  life  to  the 
multitudes.  In  all  some  30  cities  and 
market  towns  were  reached,  the  lat- 
ter usually  on  market  days,  when 
publicity  was  given  to  the  cause,  not 
simply  in  the  town  itself,  but  to  a 
territory  on  every  side  of  several 
miles.  The  gospel  was  boldly 
preached  on  the  streets,  in  homes,  in 
ancestral  halls,  and  even  in  the  very 
temples  of  the  false  gcds  and  under 
the  shadow  of  the  idols  themselves. 
About  200  public  addresses  were 
given  on  gospel  themes  with  very 
many  personal  conversations,  which 
were  oftentimes  more  effective  than 
the  set  speech.  Perhaps  the  most 
effective  method  was  the  small  group 
which  furnished  one  chief  speaker, 
others  listening  and  commenting.  In 
addition  several  hundred  gospels  were 
disposed  of  at  a nominal  price  to  in- 
sure their  reading.” 

“The  distance  covered  if  estimated, 
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in  the  terms  of  one  man,  was  about 
2800  miles.,, 

In  bearing  testimony  to  the  devo- 
tion of  our  Chinese  brethren,  Mr. 
Robb  says:  “One  of  the  group  who 
found  real  joy  in  the  service  remarked 
at  the  close  of  a particularly  uplifting 
evening:  ‘To  do  this  work  is  better 
than  being  an  emperor/  ” 

To  the  joy  which  this  account 
brings  our  hearts  we  must  also  add 
the  challenge  brought  by  the  fresh 
discoveries  of  need  made  by  such  a 
survey.  More  preachers  and  Bible 
women  from  America  are  needed. 
Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  tells  us  once  more 
that  the  country  work  is  suffering 
from  lack  of  attention  even  more  than 
last  year;  and  the  result  of  the  itin- 
erating work  says  he,  “has  been  to 
reveal  the  crying  need  of  many  por- 
tions of  the  field  where  the  gospel 
sound  has  never  yet  been  heard.” 
And  summing  up  the  observations  of 
the  two  months'  tour,  Rev.  W.  M 
Robb  says:  “Few  women  heard  the 
message,  which  fact  is  a distinct  chal- 
lenge to  those  who  alone  can  give  to 
the  sisterhood  of  China  the  message 
of  divine  love/’ 

With  profound  sadness  the  Board 
records  the  death  of  Mrs.  Dickson,  the 
aged  mother  of  Dr.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson, 
Lo  Ting,  and  of  Mr.  J.  French  Ca- 
rithers,  who  soent  more  than  four 
years  in  Mersina  and  was  attending 
the  Seminary  with  a view  to  return- 
ing more  fully  equipped  to  the  mis- 
sion field.  He  was  a young  man  of 
sterling  character  and  his  gifts  gave 
oromise  of  a bright  future.  Under 
leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar, 
Synod’s  secretary  of  Young  Peoples’ 
Societies,  a Memorial  Fund  is  being 
raised  for  use  in  the  field  where  Mr. 
Carithers  labored. 

We  appeal  for  new  workers  in 
every  department ; for  ministers,  phy- 
sicians, nurses,  teachers,  Bible  women 
and  agriculturists. 

Careful  calculations  as  to  the  ac- 
tual needs  of  the  regular  work  lead 
us  to  appeal  for  an  appropriation  of 


$35,000  for  China  and  a like  amount 
for  the  Levant. 

In  view  of  the  extreme  need  in  the 
Syrian  and  Asia  Minor  fields  we  ven- 
ture to  suggest  that  Synod  direct  the 
Board,  as  soon  as  necessary  informa- 
tion is  available,  to  lay  plans  before 
the  church  for  a reconstruction  and 
forward  movement  in  the  Near  East 
and  appeal  for  the  necessary  contri- 
butions. 

The  Mission  Study  books  are  es- 
pecially attractive  this  year.  The 
Woman’s  Boards  have  published  “A 
Crusade  for  the  Healing  of  the  Na- 
tions,” by  Dr.  Mary  J.  Allen,  of  India ; 
and  for  the  Juniors,  “Mook,”  true 
tales  of  a Chinese  boy  and  his  friends, 
by  Mrs.  Evelyn  Worthley  Sites,  of 
China. 

The  missionary  education  move- 
ment has  prepared  two,  touching  the 
foreign  field  and  one  on  the  home 
field : “New  Life  Currents  in  China,” 
by  Mary  Ninde  Gamewell  gives  spe- 
cial attention  to  the  development  to 
the  Christian  church  in  China;  and 
“Ministers  of  Mercy,”  by  James  H. 
Franklin  gives  the  stories  of  ten  out- 
standing medical  missionaries.  For 
supplemental  reading  “Foreign 
Magic,”  by  Jean  Carter  Cochran,  is 
suggested.  It  is  “a  series  of  delight- 
ful tales  of  Chinese  folks.’’ 

The  Home  Mission  study  book  is 
“Christian  Americanization:  A Task 
for  the  Churches,”  by  Charles  Alvin 
Brooks.  We  also  suggest  “The  Call 
of  a World  Task,”  by  J.  Lovell  Mur- 
ray. 

The  statistical  report  is  printed 
herewith. 

The  term  of  membership  on  the 
Board  of  R.  C.  Montgomery,  D.  D.. 
S.  A.  S.  Metheny.  M.  D.,  William  G, 
Carson  and  Joseph  M.  Steele  has  ex- 
pired. Synod  should  choose  their 
successors. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Foster  and  Findley  M 
Wilson  have  been  appointed  to  rep- 
resent the  Board  on  the  floor  of 
Synod. 

And  now,  with  the  fields  lying  wide 
open  before  us,  and  whilst  we  behold 
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the  heart-rending  vision  of  a torn  and 
bleeding  and  ravaged  world,  dying 
yet  crying  for  Christ,  who  alone  can 
save,  what  shall  our  response  be? 
Shall  our  faith  and  our  vision  prove 
equal  to  our  opportunities  which 
spell  obligation?  Shall  our  courage 
be  adequate  to  the  tasks  our  Lord  as- 
signs? Shall  we  falter  and  fail?  Or, 
believing  in  the  sufficiency  of  our  God 
and  the  power  of  His  Christ,  shall  we 
come  up  to  help  of  the  Lord  against 
the  mighty?  Is  not  the  day  of 
Christ’s  kingdom  breaking?  Are  not 
century-long  shadows  beginning  to 
flee  away?  Do  present  duties,  mighty 
and  difficult,  make  us  face  the  hidden 
future  still  trembling?  Does  menac- 
ing blackness  enshroud  our  pathway? 
Then  let  faith  hear  the  words  of  our 
Lord  and  Leader : “He  that  followeth 
me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but 
shall  have  the  light  of  life.”  (John 
8:12).  Then  Christ  was  the  world’s 
leader  as  it  staggered  through  the 
awful  days  of  war!  “These  things 
have  I spoken  unto  you,  that  ye  should 
not  be  offended.”  (John  16:1).  “But 
these  things  have  I told  you,  that 
when  the  time  shall  come,  ye  may  re- 
member that  I told  you  of  them.” 
(John  16:4).  “Now  I have  told  you 
before  it  come  to  pass,  that,  when  it 
is  come  to  pass,  ye  might  believe.” 
(John  14:29).  There  is  another 
great  word  of  his  he  means  us  to  be- 
lieve even  before  we  see  it  completely 
fulfilled.  It  was  a sure  word  of  God 
one  hour  before  the  devastating  hail 
of  death  descended  upon  a startled 
world.  It  was  none  the  less  sure  dur- 
ing every  dread  hour  of  these  fright- 
ful years  of  attempted  world  assas- 
sination. And,  however  long  the 
aftermath  of  unrest  and  sporadic 
riot  and  revolution  may  continue,  it 
still  remains  his  sure  word  of  truth 
and  power — and  Christ  demands  that 
faith  believe  it — “Come,  behold  the 
works  of  the  Lord , what  desolations 
He  hath  made  in  the  earth.  He  mak- 
eth  wars  to  cease  unto  the  end  of  the 
earth ; He  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cut- 
teth  the  spear  in  sunder;  He  burn- 


eth  the  chariot  -in  the  fire.  Be  still 
and  know  that  I am  God : I will  be  ex- 
alted among  the  nations;  I will  be 
exalted  in  the  earth.  The  Lord  of 
hosts  is  with  us;  the  God  of  Jacob  is 
our  refuge.”  (Ps.  46:8-11).  “Now,  I 
have  told  you  before  it  come  to  pass, 
that,  when  it  is  come  to  pass,  ye 
might  believe.”  “Oh  that  men  would 
praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and 
for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men.”  (Ps.  107  :8) . To  with- 
hold praise  until  the  eye  of  flesh  can 
see  all  accomplished  and  Christians 
at  rest  from  their  finished  labors  is 
unworthy  of  faith  in  our  God — is 
sheer  practical  atheism ! In  the  light 
of  these  words  of  God  let  the  fortunes 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  on  earth  be 
reviewed,  and  plans  for  its  future 
development  be  laid. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board, 
Findley  M.  Wilson, 
Corresponding  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  LATAKIA,  SYRIA. 

By  Rev.  James  S.  Stewart,  D.  D. 

Our  report  at  this  time  will  neces- 
sarily call  for  a brief  reference  to 
the  most  important  events  that  have 
taken  place  in  our  field  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  world  war.  There  is 
perhaps  no  phrase  that  more  aptly 
describes  our  position  during  this 
period  than  “holding  the  fort.”  God 
has  enabled  us  to  do  this,  but  not 
without  heavy  losses.  After  the  en- 
forced departure  of  S.  Edgar,  and 
that  of  his  family,  accompanied  by 
Miss  Mearns,  a little  later,  and  the 
death  of  Miss  M.  R.  Wylie,  there  re- 
mained only  Miss  Edgar  and  J.  S. 
Stewart,  of  the  regular  force;  but 
Mrs.  Stewart  had  her  opportunity 
when  her  husband  was  banished,  and 
Miss  Edgar  was  compelled  to  take  a 
private  house  and  give  up  school 
work.  We  received  notice  from  the 
Board  that  we  were  to  leave  the  coun- 
try if  certain  warships  should  visit 
our  shores,  but  they  never  came,  and 
we  stayed  on.  Results  have  shown, 
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moreover,  that  it  was  much  better  to 
remain.  We  were  needed  here  to  com- 
fort and  encourage  the  people,  to  care 
for  the  poor  and  the  sick,  and  to 
guard  the  property  of  the  Missions 
and  the  missionaries.  When  relations 
were  broken  off  between  America  and 
Turkey,  we  had  a chance  to  go  by 
rail  via  Constantinople,  but  decided 
to  stay  and  keep  on  working  as  long 
it  might  be  possible. 

In  general,  the  time  of  the  war  was 
unfavorable  for  evangelistic  work. 
The  stagnation  of  business,  scarcity 
of  food,  Government  oppression,  the 
terrors  of  the  military  conscription, 
the  absence  of  the  patriotic  spirit,  and 
the  general  hopelessness,  tended  to 
make  life  almost  insupportable.  The 
supreme  questions  of  life  were  how 
to  get  enough  to  eat  and  how  to  es- 
cape the  draft.  No  one  thought  of 
volunteering  to  fight  his  country’s 
battles,  except  the  Ansairia,  who  en- 
tered the  home  force  in  order  to 
escape  foreign  duty. 

The  city  of  Latakia  is  the  only 
place  where  our  work  has  continued 
without  interruption.  There  have 
been  the  usual  meetings  on  Sabbaths 
and  Thursdays,  and  the  day  schools 
have  been  open  as  usual.  For  more 
than  a year  there  was  no  public 
preaching,  because  your  missionary 
was  in  banishment  at  Konia,  under 
the  false  charge,  of  making  signals 
to  the  British  and  French  patrol 
ships;  while  our  licentiate  was  at  his 
mountain  home  on  account  of  the  con- 
scription. 

We  have  had,  of  course,  no  mission 
doctor  nor  dispenser  of  our  own,  but 
as  long  as  we  had  any  medicines 
there  were  constant  demands  made 
upon  them  for  the  benefit  of  our  own 
people  and  many  others.  About  a 
year  ago  the  Government  purchased 
at  a nominal  price  the  remainder  of 
the  drugs  and  the  most  of  the  hos- 
pital bedsteads  and  bedding,  to  start 
a municipal  hospital,  but  we  were 
granted  the  privilege  of  sending  our 
poor  patients  there  free  of  charge. 
Latakia  has  fared  better  than  many 


other  places,  yet  the  suffering  from 
disease,  hunger  and  lack  of  clothing 
has  been  very  great.  We  have  given 
away  all  that  we  thought  we  could 
spare  of  money,  clothing,  bedding, 
medicines  and  food.  We  distributed 
several  hundred  pounds  sent  us  from 
Beirut  on  account  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society. 

The  worst  calamity  that  has  be- 
fallen us  was  the  deportation  of  the 
Armenians.  It  is  useless  as  well  as 
impossible  to  describe  the  horrors  at- 
tending it.  At  first  it  seemed  that  the 
Government  had  orders  to  spare  the 
Protestant  Armenians,  but  a little 
later  they  were  called  out  and  sent 
off  with  the  others.  The  Government 
provided  a few  animals,  without  pack 
saddles  or  ropes,  to  carry  their  bag- 
gage and  food.  The  people  were 
driven  on  foot,  day  after  day,  until 
they  reached  the  Euphrates,  where 
they  were  embarked  on  flat-boats  or 
rafts  for  Deir  Zor.  After  their  ar- 
rival there  we  received  many  letters 
from  them,  and  answered  their  ap- 
peals for  help,  but  it  finally  became 
known  that  most  of  them  had  been 
killed  outright,  or  had  died  of  want 
and  exposure.  Our  little  Protestant 
community  of  Latakia  lost  36  mem- 
bers, but  perhaps  six  of  them  may 
yet  return.  About  the  same  time  the 
Armenians  of  the  village  of  Gunai- 
mia,  numbering  perhaps  300  souls, 
were  deported.  These  were  not  sent 
so  far  away,  but  found  a stopping 
place  at  Hamath  and  the  surrounding 
villages.  About  one-half  of  them  lived 
to  return  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but 
a number  have  died  since  their  return. 
They  were  given  but  one  day  to  pre- 
pare for  their  journey,  and  so  were 
compelled  to  leave  most  of  their  pos- 
sessions in  the  hands  of  their  Moslem 
neighbors.  These  did  not  wish  nor 
expect  that  any  of  them  would  live 
to  return,  and  now  that  some  haye 
returned  though  in  a destitute  condi- 
tion few  are  willing  to  give  up  any 
part  of  the  plunder.  Their  houses  are 
nearly  all  in  ruins.  Even  Dr.  Balph’s 
summer  house  has  been  robbed  of  fur- 
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niture,  doors,  windows,  floors,  parti- 
tions ; nothing  remains  except  the 
outer  walls  and  the  roof. 

The  large  village  of  Kessab,  on  the 
side  of  Mt.  Cassius,  which  was  under 
the  care  of  the  American  Board,  lost 
its  thousands  where  we  lost  only  hun- 
dreds. Some  1600  have  returned,  and 
are  bravely  trying  to  make  a new 
start  in  life.  Their  houses  have  not 
been  so  much  destroyed  as  those  of 
Gunaimia,  but  their  Moslem  neigh- 
bors are  just  as  much  enraged  at 
their  return  and  are  doing  their  ut- 
most to  starve  them  out,  and  are  even 
threatening  to  kill  them.  S.  Edgar 
has  just  returned  from  a tour  of  in- 
vestigation in  the  above-mentioned 
localities  and  Suadia,  and  reports 
that  the  conditions  are  extremely  dis- 
heartening. 

We  were  not  allowed  to  visit  the 
Suadia  Station  during  the  war  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  Mission 
there.  The  whole  Christian  popula- 
tion was  removed,  and  about  half  of 
them  perished.  Their  houses  were 
robbed  and  their  silk  gardens  were 
neglected  and  destroyed,  and  the 
school  buildings  and  gardens  belong- 
ing to  the  Mission  shared  the  same 
fate.  All  our  teachers  and  gardeners 
were  either  drafted  or  banished. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the 
Government  forced  down  the  market 
value  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  thereby 
causing  great  loss  to  the  people.  Then 
paper  currency,  fiat  money,  was  is- 
sued in  abundance,  which  rapidly  de- 
preciated in  value,  reaching  at  one 
time  one-eighth  of  its  face  value.  It 
ceased  to  be  legal  tender  in  this  part 
of  the  country  at  the  time  of  the 
occupation.  Although  all  our  village 
schools  were  closed,  we  had  to  give 
help  to  some  of  the  discharged  teach- 
ers. The  pay  of  those  who  were 
teaching  was  reduced  to  the  starva- 
tion point  but  still  we  seemed  to  be 
spending  a lot  of  money.  Prices  of 
food  and  clothing  were  high,  and  all 
kinds  of  goods  scarce.  $4.50  would 
have  to  be  exchanged  for  a paper  lira 
Turkish,  which  was  worth  say  40 


cents.  Since  forty  to  sixty  American 
dollars  were  required  to  buy  a pair 
of  shoes,  and  two  to  three  hundred  to 
buy  a suit  of  clothes,  it  may  easily  be 
inferred  that  the  common  people  did 
not  buy  much;  nor  have  they  any 
prospect  of  doing  so  at  this  date. 

We  have  thought  it  best  not  to  re- 
sume school  work  in  Suadia  and  the 
villages  until  we  receive  definite  in- 
structions from  the  Board  to  do  so. 
The  amount  of  our  indebtedness; 
which  is  considerable,  may  be  known 
from  our  financial  report  to  the  treas- 
urer. The  amount  due  the  Beiruit 
Mission  treasurer,  and  the  amount 
borrowed  by  us  at  interest,  should  be 
repaid  as  soon  as  possible. 

Having  no  certain  knowledge  of  fu- 
ture conditions,  in  relation  to  mis- 
sionary operations,  it  is  plainly  im- 
possible to  outline  any  plan  for  future 
work.  We  are  anxiously  awaiting 
developments. 

We  sent  a brief  report  for  the  year 
1915,  but  were  not  able  to  send  any 
for  the  past  three1  years,  or  even  to 
keep  the  materials  about  us,  for  fear 
of  being  searched  and  condemned  as 
spies.  The  great  horror  has  passed 
and  people  are  breathing  more  freely., 
but  there  is  much  yet  to  be  desired. 

(For  interesting  figures  see  Statis- 
tical Report.) 


REPORT  FROM  LARNACA, 
CYPRUS 


By  Rev.  Walter  McCarroll. 

Our  last  report  did  not  get  started 
from  here  till  March  12,  and  it  cov- 
ered a period  of  only  nine  months, 
but  this  time  we  have  a full  year  of 
activities  to  report  and  with  a pros- 
pect that  it  will  reach  you  somewhat 
more  promptly  than  the  last.  Though 
the  year  1918  will  go  down  in  history 
as  a memorable  one,  yet  there  was 
no  event  of  unusual  or  extraordinary 
significance,  apparently,  in  Cyprus. 
In  spite  of  the  absence  of  great  hap- 
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penings  in  Cyprus  it  was  a year 
fraught  with  significance  for  Cyprus 
as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  world.  The 
work  of  the  Mission  has  gone  on  the 
even  tenor  of  its  way  during  the  past 
year,  and  we  have  nothing  of  startling 
import  to  record.  There  has  been 
steady  growth  in  the  different  depart- 
ments of  work  so  far  as  tangible 
things  are  concerned,  but  that  there 
has  been  perceptible  improvement 
spiritually  would  be,  perhaps,  too 
much  to  say. 

The  year  was  begun  with  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper  after  preparatory 
services  during  the  week.  Some  addi- 
tional features  were  introduced  into 
the  school  life  and  work,  viz.,  a series 
of  class  receptions  and  literary  meet- 
ings, which  added  zest  and  life  to  stu- 
dent activities  and  helped  to  develop 
social  qualities  and  mental  faculties 
The  event  of  outstanding  interest  in 
the  Athletic  Department  was  the  an- 
nual track  and  field  meet  between  the 
Academy  and  the  English  School,  in 
which  the  Academy  carried  off  the 
shield. 

During  the  spring  term  a very  nec- 
essary addition  to  the  school  was  built 
in  way  of  a kitchen,  storeroom  and 
lavatory,  which  at  the  same  time  af- 
forded a little  more  room  for  classes 
and  other  requirements. 

During  Easter  vacation  the  writer 
visited  Kyrenia  district,  while  others 
of  our  circle  went  to  the  Carpass. 

The  closing  exercises  in  June  were 
the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
the  school.  There  was  a graduating 
class  of  eight  members,  whose  work 
during  the  year  had  been  for  the  most 
part  of  a high  order.  Two  of  this 
class  were  members  of  our  own 
church  and  are  now  working  in  the 
school.  The  Assembly  room  did  not 
begin  to  hold  the  people  that  sought 
admission. 

Mr.  Weir,  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, had  a nasty  turn  of  dengue 
fever,  as  did  also  our  French  master, 
but,  fortunately,  they  were  both  able 
to  get  away  to  the  hills  later  on,  which 


helped  them  to  recuperate  their 
strength.  The  summer  was  an  excep- 
tionally cool  one,  and  those  of  us  who 
did  not  go  to  the  hills  did  not  suffer 
unduly.  The  one  startling  and  rather 
depressing  event  of  the  summer  was 
the  sinking  of  the  “Kosseir,”  our  one 
link  with  the  outside  world,  the 
weekly  mail  steamer  between  Cyprus 
and  Egypt.  It  was  torpedoed  and 
sunk  towards  the  end  of  July,  and  we 
have  had  no  regular  mail  service  from 
that  time  till  this. 

The  plans  for  the  new  school  which 
was  to  open  in  September  included  a 
raise  of  25  per  cent,  to  35  per  cent,  in 
the  school  fee,  owing  to  the  steady 
advance  in  the  cost  of  living.  This 
has  resulted  in  an  income  sufficient 
to  cope  with  the  heavily  increased  ex- 
penditure. We  made  arrangements 
for  Evangelist  Dimitriades  to  come 
down  each  week  along  with  the  doctor 
to  help  out  with  the  Bible  classes. 
This  arrangement  has  enabled  us  to 
give  greater  emphasis  to  the  spiritual 
side  of  the  school  work.  The  brother 
has  shown  a very  commendable  ear- 
nestness and  enthusiasm  in  dealing 
with  the  boys  personally,  and  he  al- 
ready has  several  boys  that  appear  to 
be  genuinely  interested  in  spiritual 
things. 

During  the  month  of  October  the 
school  was  visited  by  the  influenza 
scourge,  and  it  looked  as  if  we  had 
established  a hospital  but,  fortu- 
nately, the  visitation  was  a light  one. 
and  there  were  no  fatalities.  A sec- 
ond epidemic  later  on  in  the  town  and 
district  carried  off  a large  number, 
but  this  time  the  school  was  more  im- 
mune. In  spite  of  all  such  difficulties 
the  school  work  went  steadily  for- 
ward till  the  close  of  the  term  at  the 
regular  time. 

The  signing  of  the  Armistice  on 
November  11th  caused,  of  course, 
great  rejoicing  here  as  well  as  else- 
where. The  Greeks  were  especially 
excited,  because  they  thought  that  at 
last  their  aspirations  would  be  real- 
ized and  their  hopes  fulfilled,  and  they 
would  be  united  to  ‘'Mother  Greece.” 
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Later  we  received  letters  from  Syria 
with  the  good  news  that  our  fellow- 
workers  there  were  alive  and  well. 
School  closed  for  the  Christmas  and 
New  Year  vacation  on  December  21. 
On  the  last  Sabbath  of  the  year  we 
observed  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  after  the  usual  preparatory 
services.  On  the  last  day  of  the  year 
the  High  Commissioner  of  the  island, 
who  had  been  suffering  for  months 
previous,  passed  away.  Once  more 
we  were  reminded  that  Death  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,  and  that  we  all 
move  on  steadily  and  inevitably  to  the 
one  appointed  end — not  merely  to  the 
end  of  a year,  or  a life,  but  to  the 
“end  of  the  age,”  and  the  “end  of  all 
things.” 

The  accompanying  table  of  statis- 
tics will  show  that  there  has  been 
steady  progress  in  both  the  medical 
and  educational  sides  of  the  work. 
As  to  the  net  results  in  the  way  of 
conversions,  and  the  deepening  of  the 
spiritual  life  in  our  members  we  have 
not  so  much  to  record.  In  fact,  three 
or  four  that  we  trusted  and  counted 
on  spiritually  have  sorely  disappoint- 
ed us;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  sev- 
eral others  from  whom  we  expected 
nothing,  have  manifested  a deep  in- 
terest in  their  soul’s  salvation  and  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  One  of  these 
is  a nephew  of  Evangelist  Dimitri- 
ades,  and  he  gives  evidence  not  only 
of  genuine  conversion  but  of  one  day 
becoming  a worker  in  the  Lord’s  vine- 
yard. 

The  money  for  the  purchase  of  the 
athletic  field,  of  which  we  wrote  last 
year,  was  very  generously  forwarded 
by  your  treasurer  during  the  sum- 
mer, but  owing  to  the  very  uncertain 
political  situation  and  outlook,  we 
thought  it  best  to  delay  action  in  the 
matter. 

The  statistical  table  will  show  that 
479  copies  of  the  Scriptures  have  been 
sold  not  distributed, and  that  the  finan- 
cial income  from  the  school  and  med- 
ical department  has  largely  exceeded 
that  of  any  previous  year. 

What  the  future  may  have  in  store 


for  the  Island  and  for  the  Mission  is 
hidden  from  our  eyes.  Naturally  we 
regard  with  misgivings  the  prospects 
of  any  change  in  the  political  status  of 
the  Island,  but  the  work  is  His,  in 
whose  hands  are  the  hearts  of  kings 
and  all  earthly  rulers,  and  we  are  sat- 
isfied that  His  purposes  will  not  fail 
of  accomplishment. 

As  is  known  to  you,  the  furlough  of 
the  writer  is  now  two  years  overdue, 
while  that  of  Dr.  McCarroll  falls  due 
this  year.  Mr.  Weir’s  three-year 
period  expires  this  next  summer,  and 
he  is  anxious  to  get  back  to  his  stud- 
ies, but  he  has  generously  agreed  to 
stay  on  for  another  year  to  hold  the 
fort  during  the  absence  of  the  older 
missionaries.  If  no  unforeseen  ob- 
stacle prevents,  all  the  McCarrolls  in 
Cyprus  will  go  home  on  furlough 
sometime  during  the  year.  The  dan- 
gers of  travel  have  been  largely  re- 
moved, but  many  of  the  difficulties 
still  remain.  We  hope,  however,  by 
the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us  to 
be  permitted  to  see  loved  ones  once 
more. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  we  have 
learned  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Alvin  Smith  to  Cyprus,  and  that  he 
will  come  out  this  summer.  We  urge 
also  the  appointment  of  another 
three-year  man  to  accompany  Mr. 
Smith  that  he  may  have  a year’s  ex- 
perience before  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Weir. 

May  it  be  our  unceasing  prayer  to 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  thrust 
forth  more  laborers  into  his  harvest, 
for  the  harvest  truly  is  plenteous  but 
the  laborers  few. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

for  the  Cyprus  Mission. 


We  have  also  a very  interesting  report 
from  Dr.  Calvin  McCarroll,  which  will 
be  printed  next  month. — Ed. 


Our  corps  of  missionaries  who  sailed 
from  New  York  Feb.  16  for  the  Levant, 
reached  Mersina  April  23d.  All  well. 
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SUMMARY  OF  FOREIGN  MISSION  ACCOUNTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
APRIL  30,  1919.  


CHINA  MISSION. 


Balance  May  1,  1918 $5,265.27 

Total  Receipts  from  Congregations  18,060.24 

“ “ Sabbath  Schools  and  Societies 2,752.18 

“ “ “ Individuals  1,256.92 

“ “ Miscellaneous  Sources 4,205.97 

$31,541.28 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries $19,197.50 

Mission  Expense 10,612.39 

Travel  2,833.48 

32,643.37 

Disbursements $32,643.37 

Receipts  31,541.28 


Disbursements  in  Excess  $1,102.09 


There  is  also  to  the  credit  of  this  account  $200.00  (Face  Value)  of  Liberty  Bonds. 


LEVANT  MISSIONS. 

Balance  May  1,  1918  

Total  Receipts  from  Congregations  

“ “ “ Sabbath  Schools  and  Societies  .... 

“ “ “ Individuals  

“ “ “ Miscellaneous  Sources 


$10,292.92 

2,299.24 

1,436.12 

4,083.27 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Syria:  Salaries $3,510.00 

Mission  Expense 5,149.23 

$8,659.23 

Asia  Minor:  Salaries $4,650.00 

Mission  Expense  1,374.64 

6,024.64 

Cyprus:  Salaries $4,110.00 

Mission  Expense 3,942.95 

8,052.95 


Disbursements 
Receipts  


Nothing 


$18,111.55 


22,736.82 

$22,736.82 

18,111.55 


Disbursements  in  Excess  $4,625.27 

SPECIAL  FUNDS 

China:  Balance  May  1,  1918 $466.24 

Receipts  4,712.46 

$5,178.70 

Payments  3,655.72 


Balance  May  1,  1919  $1,522.98 

Syria:  Balance  May  1,  1918  (Chiefly  for  Relief)  $9,431.09 

Receipts  (Chiefly  for  Relief)  17,002.76 

26,433.85 

Cash  Forwarded  to  Mission  7,082.15 


Balance  May  1,  1919 


$19,351.70 


In  addition  to  the  cash  herein  shown  there  is  $250.00  (Face  Value)  of  Liberty  Bonds 
to  the  credit  of  this  account. 

ASIA  MINOR. 


Balance  May  1,  1918 $42.00 

Receipts  30.00 

$72.00 

No  payments  from  this  fund. 

Cyprus:  Balance  May  1,  1918 $30.00 

Receipts  800.00 


$830.00 

Payments  Made  to  Missions 830.00 
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NEWS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

AND  NOTES  OF  THE  WORKERS 

Edited  by  Mrs.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  2517  North  Franklin  Street, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 


The  members  of  the  Relief  Expedi- 
tion have  been  detained  far  longer 
than  they  like  at  Constantinople. 
They  were  still  on  the  island  of  Prin- 
kipo,  about  twelve  miles  from  Con- 
stantinople, on  April  8th.  Rev.  R.  E. 
Willson  writes  on  that  date,  “We 
were  quite  hopeful  that  we  would  get 
away  this  week.  There  was  one 
small  steamer  of  the  Messagieries  line 
which  was  routed  for  Smyrna,  Mer- 
sine,  Alexandretta,  Latakia  and 
Beiruit,  and  was  expected  to  leave 
here  next  Friday.  In  addition  to 
this  they  are  trying  to  get  a larger 
steamer  of  the  same  line  to  take  the 
larger  part  of  the  group  direct  to 
Beiruit.  Yesterday,  when  the  folks 
went  over  to  the  city  expecting  to  get 
some  good  news,  they  learned  that 
both  steamers  had  been  diverted  by 
order  of  the  military  authorities  to 
go  back  to  the  Black  Sea  to  Odessa, 
where  conditions  seem  to  be  very  crit- 
ical. This  leaves  us  again  without 
anything  definite  in  sight,  and  every 
one  that  has  been  recently  over  the 
railroad  inland  advises  against  tak- 
ing the  train.  Some  who  came 
through  from  Jerusalem  this  week 
say  that  Turkish  troops  are  moving 
in  the  interior  and  whenever  any 
train  comes  to  a stop,  the  soldiers 
swarm  on  it.  They  brought  reports 
of  great  need  in  that  section.  They 
estimate  that  a third  of  the  popula- 
tion had  died  of  hunger  and  disease. 
Dr.  Stanley  White,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Syrian  work  is  very  anxious 
to  get  his  party  down  there  and  at 
work.  He  himself  is  here  in  Constan- 
tinople and  is  held  up  with  the  rest, 
and  is  working  hard  to  get  them 
started  on.  That  gives  us  hope  that 
some  provision  may  be  made  soon.” 


SYRIA. 


Captain  Samuel  Edgar  Visits  the  Out- 
Stations  Surrounding  Latakia.  A 
Description  of  the  Destruction  and 
Desolation  in  Suadea,  Kessab,  Gun- 
amia  and  Antioch. 


Suadea,  Syria. 

February  27,  1919. 
Dear  Bro.  Wilson  and  Members  of 
the  Board: 

From  the  above  heading  you  learn 
that  I have  been  transferred  from 
Tripoli  farther  north  into  the  La- 
takia district.  Dr.  Nelson  took  over 
the  work  in  Tripoli  and  this  set  me 
free  for  a very  needy  field.  Several 
times  had  calls  corpe  to  our  Major  in 
Beiruit.  asking  for  help  for  the  re- 
turned Armenian  refugees  of  this  dis- 
trict, but  no  one  was  free  that  he 
could  send.  Ever  since  opening  the 
Beiruit  Center  we  have  been  laboring 
short  handed.  I had  been  hoping  for 
this  transfer  for  some  time,  so  it  was 
with  joy  I came,  having  some  idea  of 
the  need,  and  glad  the  work  in  the 
Tripoli  field  was  going  into  the  hands 
of  a man  of  experience  and  one  who 
knew  the  field  better  than  I. 

Glad  to  find  the  workers  in  Latakia 
all  in  good  health  and  looking  as 
though  they  were  really  living  again. 
It  was  good  to  see  Dr.  Stewart  in  his 
place  again  in  good  health  after  such 
trying  experiences. 

After  four  days  in  Latakia  arrang- 
ing business  affairs,  I started  on  a 
journey  partly  marked  out  by  the 
orders  of  our  Major  in  Beiruit.  These 
orders  were  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  returning  Armenian  Ref- 
ugees in  this  territory.  This  meant 
a visit  to  Gunamia,  Kessab,  Suadea 
and  Antioch  and  later  it  may  include 
more.  Having  visited  Gunamia  and 
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am  now  in  Suadea  and  having  seen 
the  conditions  of  these  centers  in 
which  you  are  deeply  interested  I 
thought  I would  send  you  what  might 
serve  as  an  official  report. 

•Vs  I write  tonight  I am  in  what’s 
left  of  the  mission  house  in  Suadea. 
I am  in  the  sitting-room  of  the  care- 
taker. My  light  is  a small  clay  cup 
filled  with  olive  oil  and  from  the  edge 
hangs  a little  bit  of  twisted  cotton 
which  serves  as  a wick.  I have  a wee 
dirty  table  for  a desk  and  a school 
bench,  which  serves  as  a Davenport. 
There  is  a small  “munkle,”  with  about 
the  size  of  your  two  fists  of  fire  in  it, 
and  I wear  my  heavy  army  overcoat 
and  a fine  chamois  jacket,  which  was 
given  me  for  such  occasions  as  this  by 
some  of  your  noble  workers  at  home. 
The  windows  are  broken  and  in  many 
cases  gone  entirely,  and  the  wind 
howls  through  the  place  as  though 
we  were  in  the  mountains.  Around 
the  small  fire  sits  seven  of  the  re- 
turned refugees.  Each  one  tells  a 
harrowing  tale  of  experience  in  the 
deportation  days.  The  teacher’s  wife 
is  just  telling  how  many  times  the 
Moslems  tried  to  have  her  sell  their 
girl  of  12  years  for  76  cents.  They 
assured  her  that  it  was  better  than 
to  have  the  child  die  yonder.  But  they 
refused,  saying  that  if  we  die  she  dies 
with  us.  Many  children  were  sold  for 
less  than  this  and  many  taken  with- 
out price.  Our  old  care-taker  and 
wife  who  have  been  here  since  our 
early  days  are  both  gone.  He  was 
shot  here  at  the  Orontes,  returning 
from  Latakia,  where  he  had  gone  to 
report  to  Dr.  Stewart  the  condition 
of  the  place.  Those  who  killed  him 
robbed  him  of  the  money  he  had  for 
the  work  and  the  workers.  Whether 
he  was  thrown  into  the  Orontes  or 
left  to  the  birds  and  beasts  is  not 
known  to  his  folks.  He  was  a trusted 
servant.  Dr.  Metheny.  Henry  Eas- 
son.  Dr.  Moore,  Miss  Cunnigham,  C. 
A.  Dodds,  and  Dr.  J.  B.  Dodds  all  bore 
testimony  to  his  readiness  to  serve, 
night  or  day.  And  those  of  us  who 
knew  him  in  these  recent  years  tes- 


tify that  we  trusted  him  with  un- 
counted gold  and  never  worried  about 
it.  His  wife  died  in  a tent  away  out 
yonder  beyond  Aleppo;  also  their  son, 
Yacob.  The  last  mentioned  leaves  a 
wife  and  four  children  and  nothing 
but  an  empty  house  to  provide  for 
them. 

Your  mission  property  here  is  in 
very  bad  shape.  The  houses  have 
been  stripped  entirely  of  their  furni- 
ture left  here  by  Miss  Cunningham 
and  Rev.  Dodds.  A few  pieces  may 
be  found  scattered  here  and  there. 
All  the  books  are  gone.  The  beds 
and  bed  clothing.  Most  of  these  were 
taken  by  the  Turkish  officers  and  then 
what  they  were  unable  to  take  with 
them  in  the  day  of  flight  was  appro- 
priated by  the  Fellaheen. 

The  windows  are  smashed,  scarcely 
a whole  pane  of  glass  is  to  be  found. 
Even  the  wooden  shutters  have  been 
torn  off,  carried  away  and  used  as 
kindling.  The  gardens  have  been 
neglected  for  the  past  two  years,  as 
the  Christian  people  were  all  deported 
from  here  and  sent  to  Antioch  and 
Aleppo  and  Islab.  Many  of  them 
found  their  homes  had  fallen  in  their 
absence  and  what  had  been  left  in 
their  hurried  flight  had  been  stolen 
You  can  readily  imagine  the  poverty 
and  nakedness  of  the  people  now.  One 
pities  especially  the  women  and  chil- 
dren in  their  rags  and  hungry  condi- 
tion. 

I am  sleeping  on  a borrowed  bed  in 
one  of  the  school  rooms.  Its  only 
carpet  is  a nice  level  sheet  of  water 
which  I am  glad  to  say  has  not  yet 
reached  my  bedside  and  I hone  to  get 
away  ere  it  increases.  There  are 
plenty  of  fleas  and  an  abundance  of 
light  and  air  for  reasons  given  above 
There  was  one  small  bowl  and  one 
spoon  when  I came  and  there  were, 
ten  of  us  to  use  them.  The  bowl  got 
broken  and  a neighbor  house  was 
compelled  to  hand  over  its  only  tin 
cun  for  the  sake  of  the  visitor. 

Now  to  return  to  Gunamia  condi- 
tions. I cannot  describe  my  feelings. 
Nor  the  condition  of  the  village.  Im- 
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mediately  there  came  to  me  the  vision 
of  1914  when  Miss  Edgar  and  I spent 
a Sabbath  there.  There  was  a flour- 
ishing Sabbath  School,  two  day 
schools,  one  for  girls  and  one  for  boys, 
a weekly  prayer  meeting  and  a family 
altar  in  many  of  the  homes.  Homes 
of  joy  and  rich  family  life  were  on 
the  plain.  The  sight  that  met  us  last 
week  was  one  of  desolation  and  com- 
plete destruction.  Perhaps  there  are 
two  houses  of  our  people  which  re- 
main standing.  The  house  built  by 
Dr.  Balph  serving  as  a church  and 
school  is  depleted  of  its  furniture  and 
comfortable  summer  outfit  which  was 
so  well  and  economically  planned  by 
Mrs.  Balph.  Just  the.  walls  and  roof 
remain.  What  shall  I say  about  the 
people?  .Ragged,  weary,  discouraged, 
disappointed  and  weak  from  starva- 
tion will  partly  describe  them.  About 
100  of  them  are  left  and  these  are 
scattered  here  and  there,  having  no 
place  to  lay  their  heads  in  their  own 
village.  Our  faithful  evangelist  and 
teacher  died  in  a nearby  village  short- 
ly after  their  return  from  bondage. 
His  wife  and  their  little  child  in  her 
bosom  were  both  in  rags.  He  was 
one  of  the  boys  trained  by  Miss  Edgar 
and  one  who  gave  great  promise  for 
the  future  in  the  spread  of  the  gospel. 
He  and  Farah  were  both  from  Guna- 
mia,  and  both  were  zealous  in  the 
Master’s  service  and  today  both  have 
gone  from  us  to  the  higher  service. 

Tartoos,  where  we  had  work  for 
many  years,  has  suffered,  too.  It  is 
on  the  seashore.  Its  Christian  popu- 
lation were  sent  to  the  mountains  and 
on  their  return  found  their  houses  pil- 
laged and  many  of  them  destroyed. 
Khaleel,  the  mission  teacher  for  years, 
was  exiled  to  Aleppo  for  imprison- 
ment. He  is  now  in  his  home  again 
His  wife  died  in  the  mountain  village. 
His  oldest  boy  was  sent  as  a soldier 
into  the  heart  of  the  Armenian  coun- 
try. Nearly  all  of  these  people  begin 
housekeeping  anew,  which  is  no  small 
task,  as  there  are  no  supplies  as  yet. 
and  what  is  to  be  had  is  four  times 
the  normal  price.  You  can  readily  see 


where  the  Red  Cross  has  its  wide  and 
ever  open  door  for  service  in  such 
conditions. 

Our  plan  is  to  help  clothe  the  people 
and  provide  them  with  beds,  as  mostly 
all  are  sleeping  on  the  bare  flop’s 
without  even  a cover  save  what  re- 
mains of  their  rags  from  exile  days. 
We  hope,  too,  that  we  may  equip  them 
with  whatever  is  necessary  for  work- 
ing their  gardens  and  helping  the 
tradesmen  to  their  different  employ- 
ments, hoping  that  in  a short  time 
they  can  care  for  themselves  and  live 
no  more  to  fear  or  be  subject  to  a 
people  that  has  ever  despised  them 
and  their  religion. 

In  view  of  the  above  facts  allow  me 
to  present  one  or  two  things  for  your 
immediate  attention  if  they  have  not 
already  been  cared  for : 

1.  Immediate  furloughs  for  those 
who  have  been  on  the  field  during 
these  years  of  the  war.  If  not  imme- 
diate, as  soon  as  possible. 

2.  New  workers  for  Latakia  and 
Suadea,  though  for  the  latter  my  own 
personal  opinion  is  that  it  ought  to 
be  transferred  to  the  Irish  Church 
and  connected  with  the  Antioch 
center. 

3.  Orders  to  repair  the  buildings 
in  both  Latakia  and  Suadea,  and 
money  for  the  same  and  all  other  nec- 
essary work  to  be  sent  at  once. 

Yours  sincerely  in  service. 

* * * * 

CYPRUS. 

There  are  fifty-six  native  commu- 
nicants in  the  church  at  Cyprus. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll  expect  to 
spend  their  furlough  in  the  home- 
land this  summer.  When  he  last 
wrote  Rev.  Mr.  McCarroll  expressed 
the  hope  that  he  might  possibly  reach 
America  in  time  for  Synod.  The 
Doctor  and  his  family  are  to  come 
later. 

Mr.  Alvin  Smith,  one  of  this  year’s 
graduates  of  the  seminary,  will  leave 
for  Cyprus  about  August  1.  It  is 
hoped  that  another  young  man 
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teacher  may  be  found  to  accompany 
him. 

Do  you  know  that  209  boys  were 
enrolled  in  the  American  Academy  in 
Cyprus  this  year? 

* * * * 

CHINA. 

Lo  Ting,  China.  Meetings  for 
women  have  been  continued  in  both 
the  civil  and  military  jails  of  Lo  Ting 
this  year. 


Lo  Ting  congregation  has  paid  one- 
tenth  of  the  salaries  of  the  teachers 
in  the  boys’  and  girls’  schools  and 
about  two-fifths  of  the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  chapel  which  includes 
the  salary  of  the  native  preacher. 


The  Tak  Hing  station  kindly  loaned 
the  services  of  Rev.  J.  K.  Robb  to  La 
Ting  for  the  month  of  March.  He 
was  managing  the  conversion  of  the 
old  chapel  into  a three-story  building 
for  the  Girls’  School. 


Three  non-Christian  schools  for 
girls  were  opened  the  first  of  the  year 
with  free  tuition.  In  spite  of  this  our 
Christian  school  has  sixty-eight  pupils 
enrolled. 


Miss  Tsang,  one  of  our  school  girls, 
was  married  recently  to  Mr.  Lei.  Both 
these  young  people  are  earnest  Chris- 
tians, but  his  mother  has  forbidden 
them  to  receive  baptism.  She  lives 
next  door  to  our  school  and  keeps  a 
house  of  ill  fame.  Pray  for  these 
young  people  that  they  may  remain 
firm  in  their  faith  and  win  the  mother 
to  Christ. 


It  is  a strange  custom,  but,  never- 
theless, true,  that  a girl  in  China  may 
have  two  mothers-in-law  to  serve. 
Miss  Wong,  a school  girl,  fifteen  years 
old,  married  a widower.  She  is  ex- 
pected not  only  to  serve  her  husband’s 
mother  but  also  has  many  duties  to 
perform  for  his  first  wife’s  mother. 
She  must  visit  her  before  she  does  her 
own  mother  and  must  hold  herself 
ready  to  do  anything  that  a daughter 


could  be  asked  to  do  in  that  home.  If 
she  fails  to  do  so  the  spirit  of  the  first 
wife  will  surely  come  back  and  cause 
her  much  misery  and  an  early  death, 
so  says  Chinese  tradition. 


Tak  Hing,  China.  Three  students 
entered  the  Training  School  this  term 
for  the  first.  Another  came  for  one 
week  but  as  he  proved  to  have  tuber- 
culosis he  had  to  go  home.  The  stu- 
dents gave  him  a number  of  books 
and  urged  him  to  work  among  his 
own  people  and  friends  as  he  was 
able.  They  have  prayed  for  him 
every  day  since. 

The  first  year  men  are  finding  their 
own  support  entirely.  They  are  fur- 
nished a place  to  live  and  about  two 
dollars’  worth  of  books  each. 

The  students  have  formed  them- 
selves into  a self-governing  body 
under  a certain  oversight  of  others. 
They  have  drafted  a set  of  rules  and 
chosen  one  of  their  own  number  for 
class  leader  and  enforcer  of  rules.  One 
of  their  rules  is  that  the  gospel  must 
be  presented  to  every  visitor.  Another 
is  that  all  must  gladly  keep  the  rules. 

They  will  be  expected  to  preach 
about  six  times  to  non-Christian  audi- 
ences during  the  present  semester,  or 
about  once  in  three  weeks.  This  be- 
side their  regular  class  work,  prayer 
meeting,  Sabbath  School  classes  and 
a young  people’s  society,  which  has 
been  started  this  spring  and  is  secur- 
ing a considerable  outside  attendance. 


Some  people  in  the  home  Church 
are  praying  for  individuals  here,  and 
their  prayers  are  being  answered. 

Tse  Chuk  Saam,  one  of  the  students 
in  the  Training  School,  asked  at  Chi- 
nese prayer  meeting  the  other  night 
for  prayer  for  his  wife  and  mother, 
who  are  yet  unbelievers. 

Who  will  join  their  prayers  with 
ours  for  these  two  women  every  day? 


Kong  Saam  Che  was,  perhaps,  the 
first  woman  to  be  baptized  in  Lin 
Taan,  one  of  the  outstations  half  way 
between  Lo  Ting  and  Tak  Hing.  She 
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had  heard  the  Gospel  and  believed 
ten  years  ago  in  Lo  Ting,  but  it  was 
not  until  two  years  ago  that  she  could 
enter  the  Church.  But  it  was  not 
long  until  she  had  led  another  to 
Christ.  Last  fall  she  entered  the 
Women’s  School  in  Tak  Hing  and  was 
a good  student,  but  it  was  soon  no- 
ticed that  she  had  a peculiar  spot  on 
her  face  which  the  Chinese  regard  as 
a precursor  of  leprosy,  so  it  was  de- 
cided best  for  her  not  to  be  in  school 
this  spring.  It  is  hard  to  send  a 
woman  home  to  face  such  a prospect, 
but  she  seemed  cheerful,  and  went 
home  armed  with  commandments, 
tracts  and  some  small  books,  deter- 
mined to  do  what  Christian  work  she 
could. 


The  “broken-legged  man’s”  mother 
was  just  in  on  her  way  to  make  a date 
with  Mrs.  Robb  to  go  with  her  to  talk 
the  Doctrine  to  some  of  her  friends, 
and,  incidentally,  to  get  some  help  on 
a page  or  two  of  a little  four  charac- 
ter classic  she  has.  She  said,  “I  was 
at  the  hospital  for  worship  this  morn- 
ing, and  just  as  we  finished,  I heard 
the  bell  in  the  Women’s  School  so  I 
hurried  up  there,  and  had  worship 
with  them,  then  I heard  another  bell, 
and  I went  there,  and  sure  enough 
it  was  for  worship,  too.  The  Heav- 
enly Father  certainly  does  bless  me. 
Three  opportunities  to  worship  Him 
in  one  morning!  Truly  I delight  to 
worship  God!’’ 


The  Girls’  School  in  Tak  Hing  has 
an  enrollment  of  forty-five,  and  the 
Women’s  School  ten,  with  more  ex- 
pected in  each.  One  applicant  for  the 
Girls’  School  is  a little  thirteen-year- 
old  girl  from  Do  Sing,  whose  right 
side  has  been  helpless  for  about  ten 
years.  She  has  long  been  addicted  to 
wine  drinking,  and  if  her  people 
wouldn’t  give  it  to  her  she  would  slip 
away  to  the  store  to  get  it,  hopping 
along  on  her  one  good  foot.  How- 
ever she  said  she  would  give  up  drink- 
ing wine  if  they  would  let  her  come 
down  to  school.  She  is  in  the  hospital 


for  treatment  for  awhile  before  she  is 
able  to  enter  school.  She  is  very 
bright,  active  and  independent  and 
can  weave  small  baskets  of  bamboo. 


Some  of  the  Chinese  have  come  to 
feel  a responsibility  for  their  fellow- 
Christians,  who  seem  to  have  little  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  the  Church,  so 
on  last  Sabbath  evening  they  organ- 
ized a Christian  Endeavor  Society 
for  the  men,  to  meet  in  the  Boys5 
School  Building  up  street.  They  hope 
to  encourage  and  strengthen  those 
who  are  cold-hearted,  and  to  promote 
greater  unity  and  evangelistic  effort 
in  the  work  of  the  Church.  About 
fifty  attended  the  first  meeting: 
among  them  ten  non-Christians,  who 
signed  up  as  associate  members  wish- 
ing to  learn  the  doctrine. 


One  of  the  Girls’  School  teachers 
was  asked  what  would  be  a good  sub- 
ject for  a talk  at  the  Sabbath  after- 
noon women’s  meeting.  She  replied, 
“Oh,  any  subject  will  do,  so  it  is  ‘close 
to  the  world.’  It  is  no  use  to  talk  to 
women  about  the  deep  and  mysterious 
things  of  the  Bible.  If  you  want  to 
help  them  you  must  get  down  close  to 
them.  Talk  about  something  they 
have  experienced,  then  lead  from  that 
to  God.”  The  woman  at  the  well,  Mat- 
thew, the  sorrowing  sisters  of  Laz- 
arus, the  sick  and  hungry  crowds 
came  to  mind,  and  we  thought,  truly, 
it  is  Christ’s  own  plan  for  winning 
souls.”  Talk  about  something  close  to 
the  world,  then  lead  from  that  to 
God.” 


Many  of  the  readers  of  Olive  Trees 
have  long  been  praying  for  Lei  Foon 
Yung,  a former  pupil  in  the  Girls’ 
School  who  became  estranged  on  ac- 
count of  some  “heart  trouble”  and 
other  complications  in  connection 
with  one  of  the  men  teachers  of  the 
school.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
she  has  been  made  willing  to  see  and 
acknowledge  her  fault  and  fellowship 
of  Christ  in  her  life.  She  is  teaching 
a little  school  in  her  own  town  with- 
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out  financial  aid  from  the  Church,  and 
will  have  to  depend  largely  on  her 
parents  to  feed  her,  as  the  tuition  so 
far  is  barely  enough  to  pay  the  rent 
on  the  school  room.  Where  she  for- 
merly gave  little  or  no  time  to  teach- 
ing the  Bible,  she  now  gives  it  first 
place,  and  her  personal  work  and  tes- 
timony is  already  bearing  fruit  in  the 
lives  of  others. 


Blind  Barty  (Lei  A Po)  is  very 
happy  and  enthusiastic  in  his  work  in 
Canton.  In  less  than  two  months  he 
had  learned  to  make  brooms,  and  had 
completed  about  twenty. 


BLIND  BARTY’S  NEW  VENTURE. 

Communique,  Tak  Hing.  Barty 
has  entered  school  in  Canton!  Now, 
Barty,  be  it  remembered,  is  short  for 
Bartimeus,  the  blind.  He  is  now, 
perhaps,  nearer  forty,  than  thirty 
years  of  age.  He  it  was  whom  Rev. 
E.  C.  Mitchell  discovered  in  the 
streets  of  Do  Sing,  begging  for  a liv- 
ing. He  and  his  contemporaries  pro- 
ceeded to  introduce  him  into  good  so- 
ciety, and  he  became  a Christian.  My 
sister  taught  him  to  knit  for  a living, 
and  he  did  his  knitting  faithfully  and 
they  furnished  the  money  for  the  liv- 
ing. But  Barty  found  it  out  and  was 
not  happy.  He  said,  “I  am  knitting, 
and  you  are  paying  me  the  money,  but 
no  one  is  buying  the  goods.”  It  was 
little  use  to  try  to  keep  him  in  ignor- 
ance for  he  found  out  somehow  that 
there  was  little  sale  for  his  wares.  Pie 
was  later  transferred  to  Tak  Hing, 
and  as  time  went  on  it  seemed  harder 
to  find  any  real  employment  for  him. 
There  was  not  yet  a school  for  blind 
men,  and  the  young  lady  here  who  is 
a graduate  of  the  school  for  blind 
girls  in  Canton,  could  not  be  employed 
to  teach  him,  as  that  would  not  be 
good  Chinese  custom.  So  Miss  Huston 
buckled  on  her  armor,  and  actually 
learned  the  Braille  system  as  it  has 
been  adapted  to  the  Chinese  language, 
and,  behold,  Barty  had  a teacher!  To 
his  credit  be  it  said  he  applied  him- 
self with  great  diligence,  and  learned 


it  in  a short  time.  Rev.  Kempf  of- 
fered to  allow  him  to  enter  the  boys’ 
school  and  get  what  he  could  by  ab- 
sorption. When  this  was  proposed  to 
Barty,  he  replied  that  it  was  too  far 
to  the  boys’  school,  and  that  he  was 
quite  satisfied  to  have  Miss  Huston 
for  teacher.  He  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  fact  that  Miss  Huston  had 
been  appointed  for  rather  different 
work,  and  had  voluntarily  taken  on 
the  work  already  accomplished,  be- 
cause there  was  no  one  else  to  do  it, 
but  that  she  could  not  take  him  for 
private  pupil  for  all  time.  This 
seemed  to  spring  a genuine  surprise 
on  him,  and  he  had  nothing  to  offer. 
He  did  go  to  the  boys’  school,  but 
seemed  to  feel  it  a special  neglect  that 
no  teacher  was  assigned  to  him,  and 
soon  dropped  out  as  his  time  was  too 
valuable  to  be  wasted.  He  then  seem- 
ed to  think  he  might  be  able  to  gather 
something  from  the  lectures  given  in 
the  theological  class,  and  Dr.  Robb 
gladly  gave  him  place.  Seeing  the 
difficulties  in  which  the  man  was 
laboring,  Dr.  Robb  made  a move  to 
get  a relief  map  of  Palestine,  and  had 
negotiated  its  purchase,  but  before  it 
arrived,  Barty  again  became  discour- 
aged and  flew  the  track.  Dr.  Robb 
asked  if  Barty  was  ill.  It  seemed  that 
he  had  dropped  out  of  the  class  with- 
out saying  anything  to  any  one  about 
it.  I found  him  in  a corner  of  the 
office  reading  one  of  the  gospels  that 
Miss  Huston  had  purchased  for  him 
in  Great  Britain.  He  had  never 
thought  of  owing  any  explanation  to 
any  one  for  suddenly  dropping  out  of 
class.  He  had  no  teacher,  and  could 
not  get  enough  to  justify  staying  and 
listening  when  he  could  not  see  what 
was  put  on  the  board  or  other  illus- 
tration. The  fact  that  his  limitations 
tended  to  madden  him,  is  not  only  an 
indication  of  lack  of  grace  and  pa-, 
tience,  but  seems  as  if  it  might  be 
taken  as  an  indication  of  rather  good 
degree  of  native  ability,  that  needed 
only  an  adequate  outlet  to  amount  to 
something  worth  while.  We  seemed 
up  against  a wall.  Almost  every  one 
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who  could  do  so  had  tried  to  help  the 
brother  and  still  there  was  a want.  He 
acknowledged,  himself,  that  he  had  a 
bit  of  a “disposition.”  We  all  had  our 
troubles  with  him  at  various  times. 
When  Dr.  Wright  plead  “failure,” 
well,  to  say  the  least,  it  was  some  en- 
couragement to  the  rest. 

He  was  then  put  on  self-support. 
He  borrowed  a month’s  rice  money, 
to  begin  on,  and  with  one  exception, 
I believe  that  was  his  last  borrowing. 
Different  people  have  been  praying 
for  Barty,  for  we  all  love  him,  and 
are  sure  that  some  way  will  be  found 
in  which  he  can  be  used  for  the  glory 
of  the  Master.  He  is  a bright  enough 
individual,  and  has  a voice  which  can 
be  heard  clearly  all  over  the  chapel, 
without  special  effort  on  his  part.  He 
uses  very  good  Cantonese.  He  is  a 
reasonably  good  singer.  Mrs.  Wright 
admitted  him  into  her  singing  class 
when  she  was  teaching  the  medical 
students,  but  he  found  some  reason 
(?)  for  dropping  out,  so  that  his  mu- 
sical education  is  limited.  He  has 
shown  a rather  unusual  ability  as  an 
evangelist  when  he  was  so  minded 
among  the  patients.  He  has  a sense 
of  humor  which  is  a usable  asset.  He 
has  done  what  no  one  about  Tak  Hing 
seems  to  have  suspected  possible  for 
a blind  man.  He  has  become  a mer- 
chant. He  had  made  for  the  purpose 
a box,  with  various  compartments, 
covered  with  glass  and  that  with 
heavy  wire  netting,  where  his  wares 
could  be  displayed  without  danger  of 
disturbance  by  thieving  fingers.  This 
he  slung  about  his  neck.  He  prepared 
his  own  peanuts,  melon  seeds,  olives 
(salted)  and  other  dainties.  He  her- 
alded his  approach  on  the  street  by 
playing  the  flute  that  Dr.  Wright  pur- 
chased f(*r  him  when  he  first  came. 
He  thus  made  a living  without  help 
from  the  foreigners,  except  that  he 
had  a rent-free  room  in  the  hospital. 

And  people  still  kept  praying  for 
Barty.  And  new  people  were  added, 
and  intercession  was  increased.  Early 
in  the  winter  the  flu  throttled  him  and 
he  lay  prostrate.  Four  weeks  he  was 


absent  from  church.  When  he  first 
began  self  support,  he  was  not  at 
church  the  first  Sabbath,  and  that 
evening  he  started  out  with  his  flute 
and  dainties.  He  admitted  it  was  not 
right,  but  he  would  have  to  starve  if 
he  did  not  work  on  Sabbath.  How- 
ever, when  he  found  that  he  would 
have  to  hunt  other  quarters,  or  out- 
ward'. observe  the  Sabbath,  he  sur- 
rendered. This  was  not  ideal,  but 
better  than  the  other.  While  he  was 
ill  he  had  some  leisure  to  think  things 
over,  and  things  took  on  a new  aspect, 
and  he  got  some  answers  to  prayers 
that  he  had  perhaps  never  offered. 
One  day  he  asked  the  meaning  of  a 
certain  verse  in  scripture.  He  was 
advised  to  not  try  to  swallow  it  with- 
out mastication,  so  took  it  a little  at 
a time,  and  the  Spirit  helped  him,  and 
the  meaning  was  much  plainer.  The 
verse  was  Fhilippians  III : 12.  Tak- 
ing it  a little  at  a time,  he  grasped 
some  of  its  meaning,  and  he  especially 
seemed  to  be  gripped  by  “But  I press 
on,”  and  “that  I may  lay  hold  on  that 
for  which  Christ  saved  me,”  as  it 
might  be  translated  from  the  Chinese 
version.  From  that  time  on  the  scales 
seemed  to  be  falling  from  his  eyes. 
One  day  he  asked  for  an  interview 
and  asked  about  the  school  for  blind 
men  in  Canton.  I promised  to  write 
and  learn.  When  he  found  he  -could 
learn  to  make  brooms  or  hair  brushes, 
and  thus  pay  his  own  expenses,  he 
realized  that  at  last  he  was  to  have 
the  opportunity,  as  he  said,  “for 
which  he  had  been  saved.”  It  would 
have  been  a simple  matter  to  have 
gathered  funds  enough  to  have  clear- 
ed up  his  debts,  and  paid  his  “water 
feet”  to  Canton,  but  the  hard-hearted 
foreigners  just  allowed  him  to  take 
his  time  to  get  the  money  by  his  own 
efforts,  and  so  it  looked  a little  as  if 
Barty  might  not  be  enrolled  in  Canton 
this  year.  The  Annual  Mission  Meet- 
ing was  pending  in  the  near  future, 
and  that  would  bring  his  beloved  Lai 
I Shang  (Dr.  Wright)  to  Tak  Hing,  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  him  to  get  to 
Canton.  But  still  the  foreigners  made 
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no  move  to  raise  the  all  essential.  The 
debts  were  paid  by  Barty’s  own  ef- 
forts. Then  some  trays,  vessels  and 
other  usables  were  put  up  for  sale, 
and,  lo!  the  deed  was  done!  A blind 
man  put  himself  into  a school  where 
every  pupil  is  expected  to  pay  his  own 
way!  Now,  you  see  where  that  puts 
all  these  people  in  Tak  Hing  when 
they  ask  for  the  inevitable  “pong 
chaw.”  Just  say  that  pong  chaw  with 
a long-drawn-out  pessimistic  whine, 
and  you  will  see  what  brings  the 
wrinkles  to  people  who  hear  that  in- 
cessantly, with  no  assurance  that 
there  will  be  any  let  up  even  during 
the  summer  vacation.  Sometimes  it 
lets  up  when  we  go  home  on  furlough. 
Pong  chav/  means  “help,”  and  is  used 
not  only  legitimately,  but  very  often 
shamelessly  by  those  who  could  pong 
chaw  themselves.  Enough  of  that. 

Barty  is  off  that  list.  He  is  now  in 
position  to  pong  chaw  himself,  and 
happy  in  doing  it.  But  he  still  needs 
your  prayers.  He  is  thinking  along 
the  line  of  how  he  may  serve  his 
Saviour,  and  your  prayers  may  be 
used  as  a favoring  breeze  to  impel  his 
craft  in  the  right  direction.  It  may 
be  that  the  Master  is  just  waiting 
your  intercession  to  round  up  the 
circle  of  environment  that  this  physi- 
cally blind  brother  needs  to  open  up 
his  spiritual  vision,  that  he  may  be- 
come the  man  for  whom  God  has  been 
waiting  all  these  years  to  do  some  very 
special  work  for  Him.  The  work  is 
here.  As  far  as  we  may  judge,  blind- 
ness is  his  great  hindrance  to  the  use- 
fulness of  this  brother,  and  until  re- 
cently his  spiritual  blindness  seemed 
the  more  serious  hindrance.  He  seems 
to  be  having  his  awakening.  Shall  we 
fail  him?  Shall  we  fail  HIM? 


Don’t  get  a helpmeet  till  you’ve  got 
meat  to  help. 

The  bigger  the  work  the  greater  the 
joy  in  doing  it. — Henry  M.  Stanley. 


The  lesson  of  the  missionary  is  the 
enchanter’s  wand. — Charles  Darwin. 


WHY  THEY  ATE  THE  BABY’S 
DOLL. 


The  following  extracts  from  a letter  are 
reprinted  from  “Patchwork.”  Dr.  Dray 
here  alluded  to,  is  Dr.  Arthur  Dray,  an 
Englishman,  who  joined  our  Church  in  Mer- 
sine,  through  the  influence  of  Dr.  David 
Metheny.  He  came  to  this  country  and 
studied  medicine  and  dentistry  at  the  Medi- 
co-Chirurgical  College  in  Philadelphia.  For 
some  years  he  was  chief  of  dental  clinics  in 
the  hospital  of  that  institution.  In  1911  he 
returned  to  Syria  to  be  Professor  in  the 
Dental  Department  of  the  American  Col- 
lege at  Beirut. 


We  often  hear  of  people  being  so  poor 
that  they  have  to  sacrifice  some  household 
pet,  like  a cat  or  dog,  in  order  to  ward  off 
starvation.  But  it  remained  for  Professor 
J.  A.  Patch  (the  son  of  the  head  of  our 
business)  of  Beirut,  Syria,  to  describe  a con- 
dition of  poverty  unlike  any  known  to  us  be- 
fore. Part  of  a recent  letter  from  him 
says : 

“A  New  Zealand  woman  with  six  chil- 
dren and  a shiftless,  half  sick  husband,  liv- 
ing in  Schweir,  were  gradually  approach- 
ing the  abyss  of  starvation  over  which  so 
many  thousands  were  being  plunged. 

“Every  available  pieec  of  furniture  had 
been  sold,  the  house  and  land  mortgaged, 
and  upon  my  last  visit  to  the  house  I found 
that  the  mother,  weakened  by  the  lack  of 
nourishment,  and  her  squalid,  starving  chil- 
dren had  been  sleeping  on  a pile  of  old  rags 
on  the  damp  earth  floor. 

“I  was  able  to  give  her  the  good  news 
that  a place  had  been  provided  for  her  in 
Dr.  Dray’s  hospice  for  poor  children  in 
Brumana. 

“That  day  they  eked  out  their  existence 
with  a scanty  meal  begged  from  neighbors 
and  friends,  but  the  next  morning  they  were 
faced  with  the  problem  of  how  to  walk  the 
six  or  seven  miles  to  Brumana  without  a 
breakfast. 

“It  was  the  little  boy  who  came  to  the 
rescue.  ‘Mama,’  he  said,  ‘we  still  have  the 
doll  which  the  missionaries  gave  us  years 
ago  and  you  know  it  is  stuffed  with  bran/ 
The  doll  was  found,  its  precious  stuffing  re 
moved,  mixed  with  water  and  salt,  baked 
on  a sheet  of  iron  over  a fire  of  sticks  and 
eaten  with  a relish  and  a prayer  of  thanks- 
giving to  God.  On  this  scanty  meal  the 
children  and  their  mother  toiled  to  their 
haven  of  safety.” 


We  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon; 
but  we  can  serve  God  with  mammon. 
—Robert  E.  Speer. 
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PROGRAM  FOR  THE  WOMEN’S 
CONFERENCE. 


Bellecenter,  Ohio,  June  5-6,  1919. 


Thursday  Afternoon. 

Motto:  “Forward.” 

P.  M. 

2.00.  Praise  service. 

2.10.  Devotionals — Bellecenter. 

2.20.  Object  of  Meeting — Colorado 
Presbyterial. 

2.30.  Paper,  “Forward” — Miss  M, 
S.  Mitchell,  Topeka,  Kan. 

2.40.  Paper,  “A  Glance  Backward’1 
— Pittsburgh  Presbyterial. 

2.50.  Praise  service. 

2.55.  Paper,  “Women  and  Mis- 
sions”— Mrs.  W.  O.  Fergu- 
son, Oakdale,  111. 

3.05.  Paper,  “Does  Organization 
Pay?” — Iowa  Presbyterial. 

3.15.  Letters  from  Foreign  Mis- 
sionaries. Appointment  of 
Committees,  Constitution, 
Nominating  and  Creden- 
dentials. 

Offering. 

Consecration  Service. 

Adjournment. 

Committee  Conferences 
Note — Costumes  and  curios  will  be 
on  exhibition  from  our  Mission  fields. 


Friday  Forenoon,  June  6. 
“Unified  Planning.” 

A.  M. 

10.00.  Praise  service. 

10.15.  Devotionals — Philadelphia. 

10.30.  Reports  of  Committees : 

Organization  of  Synodical 
Women’s  Missionary  So- 
ciety. 

Informal  Conference. 

11.50.  Quiet  Hour:  “God’s  Presence 
and  Power” — New  York. 


Friday  Night,  June  6. 

“The  Field  is  the  World.” 

P.  M. 

7.30.  Praise  service. 

Devotionals — A Missionary. 


7.45.  Salute  the  Christian  Flag. 

“I  pledge  allegiance  to  my 
flag  and  to  my  Saviour  for 
Whose  Kingdom  it  stands; 
one  brotherhood  uniting  all 
mankind  in  service  and 
love.” 

7.50.  Peace  Table. 

Delegates  from  Home  Fields : 
Indian  Mission — 

Miss  Ines  Wickersham, 
Apache,  Oka. 
Southern  Mission — 

Miss  Mary  Fowler, 

Selma,  Ala. 
Jewish  Mission — 

Miss  Anna  Forsythe, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
8.20.  Praise  to  the  “Prince  of 
Peace.”  Psalm  72:  15-17; 
No.  191. 

Delegates  from  For.  Fields: 
Turkey — 

Mrs.  John  Peoples, 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor 
Cyprus — 

Mr.  Walter  McCarroll, 
Larnaca,  Cyprus 

China — 

Mrs.  Julius  Kempf. 

Tak  Hing  Chan,  China 
Miss  Mary  Adams. 

Tak  Hing,  West  River 
China 

8.50.  “The  Peace  Compact” — Our 

Obligations. 

Rev.  Findley  M.  Wilson,  Sec* 
retary  For.  Mission  Board 
“Campaign  for  Recruits.’' 
Offering. 

Prayer. 

Adjournment. 

Bring  note  book.  Come  with  plans 
and  prayers. 


We  may  perform  lowliest  ministries 
from  loftiest  motives. 


Contentment  is  happiness.  A quiet 
mind  makes  one  richer  than  a crown. 


Fortitude  may  be  known  by  silence 
under  pain : “Jesus  held  His  peace,  ’ 


Statistical  Report  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission  in  China — 1918-1919 


Statistical  Report  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Mission  in  Cyprus — 1918 


Stations. 

Missionaries 

Teachers 

NATIVE  FORCE 

Increase 

SCHOQLS 

Boys'  Schools  Girls'  Schools 

% 1 l 

Portions 

MEDICAL  WORK 

Preachers 
Helpers  In 
Medical  Dept. 

Teachers 
Servants 
Native  Commu- 

1 J j n -j 

i\  i i s { 

! i j 

lEnroll- 

Syrians 

Armenians 

Americans 

Lnrnaca 

Nlcoala 

Total 

2 1 . . 1 14  5 32 

1 . . 1..  1 1 1..  ..  24 

2 2 1 

209  111  25  20  21 

34  13  8 8 4 1 47 

9 95  125  258 

1 1 9,950  052  14 

1 1 9,950  652  14 

3 1 1 1 11  1 14  5 50 

3 3 3 

209  111  25  26  21 

34  13  S 8 4 1 41 

i>  05  12 

5 258 

Report  of  Ref.  Pres.  Mission  at  Latakia,  Syria 
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FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRES.  CHURCH 


Latakia,  Syria. 

Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Stew  art 

Rev.  Samual  Edgar,  wuV^Sess  in 
Mrs.  Samuel  Edgar  On  furlough 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D., 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns,  Cr^nRPead,. 

estine 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor . 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterreti 

Rev.  Robt.  E.  Willson,  

Mrs.  Robt.  E.  Willson  

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Mrs.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Mrs.  John  Peoples.  ...  On  furlough 
Miss  F.  Elma  French  

Larnaca,  Cyprus. 

Rev.  Walter  McCarroll 

Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll,  On  furlough 

Mr.  Wilbur  Weir 

Nicosia , Cyprus. 

Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D 

Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll 

Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

South  China 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb, 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Robb  on  furlough 


Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf.  . ) r . ,, 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf.  j °n  furlou  b 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Mrs.  William  M.  Robb 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.,  — 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D.,  I on  furlough 
Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson,  fwlthout  sal'*y 

Miss  Nellie  A.  Brownlee, 

Rev.  R.  C.  Adams 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Adams  

Rev.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Mitchel 

Canton  Medical  Missionary  Union r 
Canton , South  China . 

James  M.  Wright,  m.  d. 

Mrs.  James  M.  Wright - 

Union  Language  School , 
Canton , South  Chino 
Miss  M.  Edna  Wallace,  M.  B.  - 
Miss  Inez  M.  Smith,  R.  N.  . . ... 

Miss  Jean  M.  Barr 

Miss  Lillian  J.  McCracken.. 

Lo  Ting,  via  Canton , South  Ckm& 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

Mrs.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D 

Mrs.  E.  J.  M.  Dickson 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart 
Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Indian  Mission , Apache,  Okla. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Inez  Wickerham 

Miss  Ellen  Wilson 

Miss  Irene  McMurtry 

Miss  Mae  Allen 

Mission  of  the  Covenant,  800  South  5th  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

riss  Annie  Forsyth 
Miss  Emma  M.  McFarland 

Volunteer  Workers. 

Miss  Mary  Gray 
Mips  Mazie  Steele 
Miss  Anna  Thompson 
Dr.  Ralph  Duncan 
Mr.  Samuel  Jackson  ) 

Mr.  Melville  Pearce  > Alternating 
Mr.  Will  Stewart  ) 

Mr.  Edwin  Anderson 


Southern  Mission,  Selma,  Ala. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Edgar,  D.  D.,  Superintendent 
Miss  Lola  Weir,  High  School 
Miss  Mary  Reynolds,  High  School 
Miss  Ella  Hays,  Grammar  School 
Miss  Mary  Wilson,  Sixth  Grade 
Miss  Laura  Weir,  Fifth  Grade 
Mrs.  M.  1.  Robb,  Fourth  Grade 
Miss  Ruth  Kynett,  Third  Grade 
Miss  Eulalia  Howard,  Second  Grade 
Mrs.  E.  0.  Senegal,  First  Grade 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Sims,  Primary  Department 
Miss  Mary  E.  Fowler,  Girls ’ Indus.  Dept: 
Prof.  Theod’re  Lee,  Boys ’ Indus.  Dept. 
Miss  Sophia  Kingston,  Prin’l  Little  Knox 
Mrs.  Louise  Kynett,  Prin’l  Pleasant  Grove 
Mrs.  Estelle  Lightning,  Asst.  Girls'  In- 
dustrial Dept. 

Mrs.  Earnest  Brooks,  East  Selma 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 


President 

S.  A.  STERRETT  METHENY,  M.  D.t  6i7  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Vice-Pesident 

J.  C.  McFEETERS,  D.  D.,  1838  Wallace  St,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Second  Vice-President 
R.  J.  BOLE,  170  Broadway,  New  York 
Corresponding  Secretary 

FINDLEY  M.  WILSON,  2517  Franklin  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Recording  Secretary 

F.,  M.  FOSTER,  Ph.  D.,  305  W.  29th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Treasurer 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Transportation  Agent 

WILLIAM  G.  CARSON,  4725  Springfield  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  TREASURERS 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Mission  of  The  Covenant  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600'Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  \ 

Domestic  Mission;  Southern  Mission  ; Indian  Mission ; Testimony  Bearing  Sustentation; 
Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Fund;  Literary,  Students’  Aid; 

National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  411  Penn  Building.  Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  Agnes  C.  Steele,  321  Lehigh  Ave.,  East  End,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


TELEPHONE:  785  MORNINGSIDE 


WM.  MoGLBAN’S  SON 

Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  I34t«  STREET 


ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NE>W  YORK 


JAMES  S.  TIBBY  - Pittsburg,  Pa. 


SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 
BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  .and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITS  FOR  PRICES 


